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ny Wat: 70 be Tan with the | 
« | Controverly between the Eſtablish'd 
Church and the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. And having carefully weighedand 
confidered all the Arguments that are 
generally made Uſe of on both Sides, 
| And narrowly enquired into the Prinei- 
| 


ples and Practiſes of ihe Diſſenters, 
(ce 


= To the Reader. 


q male y this Kingdy1n) and 
banal} Prejudices again// the 
{Wars eons ang the .Di- 
13 , ſcipline of our Church; T have reſolved 
(d willing) tb handle 1a: Contro- 
 verſydiſtinctly in every Branch of it. 
The Materials for that' Purpoſel bave 
already by me : But have not yet fitted 
any, Thing for the Preys except thefol- 
lowing Diſtourſe concerning publick 
Prayer; which becan/e it will be in- 
troductory io my Deffen in general; and 
may as I hope. be- we fm," T Preſent 10 the 


Reader. 
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RAY ER Frifly peaking is the Alling of ſome- 
P thing from Gov : 'tis commonly taken in a 
— er 1 according to which it do's include 

the following Acts or Parts of Worlbip, viz. The Askin 

of good Things from Gop, which is commonly call 
Petition; The Praying againſt evil Things, which is uſu- 
ally call d Deprecation ; The Praying unto G op for others, 
which is call'd Interceſſion, The Acknowledging of our 
Sins unto Go b, which is commonly call'd Confe/jion; The 
Declaring and Serting forth of the Perfections and Works 
of God, which is called Praiſe; And the Rend'ring unto 
Gop our humble and hearty Thanks for His Mercies to 
our Selves or to others, which is called Thankſgiving. 
And indeed, all theſe Parts or Acts of Worſhip are 
nerally ſo intermix'd or interwoven, that it ſeems requiſk 
there ſhou'd be one common Name whereby to — 
them. b Prayer 
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Prayer may be offer'd unto Go p, either by one Perſon, 
and then it may be call'd Private or Solitary Prayer: Or 
it may be offered up by ſeveral Perſons together, and then 
it may be called joint Prayer. In the following Diſcourſe 

I deſign to treat concerning joint Prayer in a Chriſtian 
Aſſembly, which is commonly call'd Public Prayer. 
Now publick Prayer may either be perform'd accordin 
to a ſet Form and Rule or Liturgy, That is, When the Mat- 
ter the Words the Method and Order and the Circumſtan- 
ces of Prayer are expreſly and particularly preſcrib'd both 
to the Mimſter and to the Congregation. And this way 
of Prayer 1s uſed in the publick Worſhip of our Church. 
Or it may be perform'd in a free wway, that is, When 
the Mintſter does not Pray according lo a ſet Form or Li- 
turgy, but according to his own Ability and Diſcretion, 
And the Congregation joins with him. And this way of 
Prayer is uſed in the publick Worſhip of the Diſſenters. 
Ibis general Deſcription of both ways of Prayer may 
ſerve in this place; fince I ſhall have Occaſion in the fol- 
towing Diſcourſe more particularly to ſhew the nature of 
tach of them: 

I think it is not no matter of Debate between us and 
the Diſſenters, whether it be lawful to Pray by a ſet Form? 
1. Tis a Controverſy between Us Whether a ſet Form or 
Liturgy of Prayers be expedient in the publick Worſhip ? 
for this we hold in the Affirmative : And 'tis plain from 
their practice that they deny it. For if they did believe 
that a Liturgy of Prayers were expedient, 'tis to be pre- 
ſamed that they would Themſelves make uſe of one. But 
1 think *tis granted on all Hands that they don't make 
Uſe of one in any of their Congregations. 2. Sup- 


12 * 


— 


2. Suppoſing hey cqu'd be wrought upon to 2 


that a Set- Form is expedient in the Publick Worſhip. 


yet there may itillcemain a Controverſy berweenus; M he- 
i her Free Prayer be not alſo in ſome meaſure expedient in the 
public Hor ſhip ? Ot ſhether (over and beſides the con- 

ſtant / Uſe of a Set · Fotm) every Miniſter ought not to be 
-left at Liberty to pray in ſome Caſes n to, bis oe 
Ability and «Diſcretion?! 
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3. Lis likewiſe a Controverſy between as, V. Viether | 


one Set- Form or: Liturgy of Prayers may lau fully be im 

poſed upon all the Miniſters and Congregations in a. Na- 
tion or National Church? For this I. think they have al- 
ways deny'd. And on the conttary we affirm that duch | 


an Impoſition is not only lawſul but expedient. - 


I ſhall begin ift and at preſent - eonfine my ſelf. 10 
the Conſideration of the firſt of theſe Controverſies. 
For I judge it to be of the greateſt Importance. And 
beſides, the ſett ing of it in a clear Light vnd haue Acan- 


ſidletable Influence upon the other two. 
I am therefore in this Diſcourſe to prove, that 


the public Worship." © 


W Now a:Thing is ſaid to be expedient i in the oublick ; 
Worſhip, —— it is neceſſary or inſtrumentally uſeſulto 
rds the betten Performance of any Daty that God has 


commanded in Order to the publick Worſhip. Auch there- 


fore if it camhe made to appear, that the Duty of publick 


Prayer can he better perform'd if we pray by a Ser-Form 
or Liturg than if we ſhould ptay without one, or pray 


5 in the ee Way, Then it muſt be 1 | 


thats. 


A Set-Form or Liturgy of Prayers, 1 e u 


Ln 
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that a Set- Form or Liturgy of Prayers is expedient in 
the Publick Worſhip. 
No the Duty of publick Prayer will be the beſt per- 
Y; form'd, when the! Laws'or Rules that Gop has given us 
of | concerning it ate the beſt obſerved. And that theſe 

1 Laws or Rules can be the beſt obſerved by us when we 
3\J - *prayby a Set- Form, Or that they can be better obſerved 
Fi | by us when we pray by a Set. Form than When we pray 
1 without one, or pray (a in the free Way, Iſhall 
Endeavour t9hiow imrhe [lowing Diſcoutſe. 
| No the Laws or Rules that Gop has given us con- 
ceerning public Prayer, are ſuch as are either erpreſiy con- 
1 tuin'd in Holy Scriptute, or may be drawn from it by 
it | good and'neteſſery Conſug uence. And both of theſe Kinds 
1 conceive may be — to the following Heads, iz. 


I. 70 publick Prayers as to the Matter ef ub em aught | 
Io be Tawfu} or agreeable to the Vill of God. 
* hey n 4 to the Matter of them to be com-. of 

75 —_ 
Was Th ought to be fitly.and decently. expreſs'd. 
7 4. Pu lick Prayer _ 0 be performs in rieht Me- 
thed and Order. 
517 Publick' Prayer in 4 Chriſtian Caonpregation-. maſt 
= * "be dixetted to the bleſſed Trinity in Unity 
he nufi be Preſented unto G od ee Chriſt ibe 

J. 

7 Publith prapir ung ht P be 1 anith is fuita- 
in "Be and betuming Geſture and Behaviour -ef the Body. 
8: Prayer in Publict ought to be Fequemtly and con- 


muy ict ap. 
9. The 
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9. The Congregation Aſſembled ought to joyn in the 
publick Prayers with Devotion, or with à ſuitable Jem. 
per and Frame of the Mind. | 

10. Publick Prayer ought in general to be ſo perform'd 
as that it may be uſeful towards the Inſtruction of Peo- 
ple in the Duties and Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 

ion. 
l Theſe I think are the principal Rules or Directions 
God has given us concerning publick Prayer. And 1 ſhall 
not ſtand here to prove them from Holy Scripture ; Be- 
cauſe I am ſenſible that they will in general be all ac- 
knowledged by the Diſſenters. 

If any ſhall ſay, that beſides theſe, there are alſo other 
Rules concerning Publick Prayer; I anſwer, That what- 
evet other Rules of this Nature there may be imagined, 
they are either reducible to ſome of theſe that have been al- 
ready mentioned, Or elſe the ſame kind of Arguments 
that ſhall be made uſe of in the following Diſcourſe, 
will prove that they alſo can be better obſerv'd by us, 
when we Pray by a Set-Form, than when we Pray al-. 
together in the free Way. 
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| A Diſcourſe concerning Publick 
PRAYER. 


SECT. I. 


Concerning the Firſt Rule laid down in the Introduction, 
viz. That the publick Prayers as to the Matter of them 
ought to be lawful or agreeable to the Will of Gov. 


N ſpeaking concerning this Rule I ſhall ſhew 


= Firſt, That a Set-Form is the moſt ſaſe and the 
— 1057 likely and probable way in Order to obſer ve it. 


Secondly, I ſhall further ſhew That by the Uſe of a Set- 
Form it can always (or at every Time of publick Wor- 
ſhip) be ſufficiently obſerved in every Congregation, But that 
it cannoÞ always be ſufficiently obſerved in every Cong re- 
gation, or indeed in any Congregation, when we pray alto- 
gether in the Free-Way. And, 

I. A Set-Form is the moſt ſafe and the moſt likely and 
probable Way in Order to obſerve the Rule now under 


— — <A ee peg. * 
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ö Conſideration. 
That 
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That this may be made to appear it muſt be conſidered 
that there are certain Means and Helps, Some of which 
are neceſſary, and others very uſeful in Order to obſerve 
this Rule; Or in Order to the publick Prayers being 
lawful or agreeable to the Will of Gop as to the Matter 
of them. Now if Set: Farms have the Advantagg of fee 
Prayers in Reſpect of theſe Means and Helps, Ge ifnore 
ot the Benefit of them can be had in the Contriving of 
Set-Forms than can be ordinarily had in the making of 
free Prayers, Then it muſt be aflowed that a Set-Form is 
the molt Safe and the molt likely and probable Way in 
Oider to obſerve the Rule in Hand. But 'tis manifeſt 
that Set-Forms have the Advantage of free Prayers in Re- 
ſpect of theſe Means and Helps, Or that more. gf the Be- 
nefit of them can be had in the Contiiving of Set Fagms 
than can be ordinarily had in the making of free Prayers, 
As will appear if we diſtinctly conſider them. And 

Firſt, In Order to che publick Prayers being lawiul er g- 
greeableto the Will of Go in Rel = of the Rate it is nę- 
ceſſary or requiſite That the Per fon that contrives them he aue 
that is duly qualified : That is, He ought to be a Perſon of 
Honeſty and Integrity, And one that has a ſongd Judgment and 
Underſtanding, And all other Perſonal Abililies that m 


* «7 


Rn N for ſuch an Underaking. This | 


am ſenſible will 
to prove it. 


e allow d, and therefore | ſhalt. not ſtang 


Now *cis evident that Set- Forms have the Adyantage in 
Reſpect of all Means and Helps of this Nature . Since 
the Forms that may be uſed in all Congregatians may be 
drawn up by perſons that are in all Reſpe tts the beſt qua- 
lify'd. And it may reaſonably bepreſum'd, that the Church 


will 
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will only employ ſuch Men in a Work of ſuch a Nature. 
But Fee Prayers muſt be made by every private Teacher: 
And the Conſtitution of the World is ſuch, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Care that can be taken in admitting Men 
into the Miniſtry, The Generality of private Teachers can 
be but of indifferent Judgments and Under ſtandings, and 
but indiffterently qualified in other Reſpe&s. 

2. *Tis alſo requiſite in this Caſe, That the Perſons 
that compoſe the publick Prayers, be in a right Diſpoſition 
of Body and Mind, at the Time when they are engag'd in 
that Y York. This as I conceive cannot be denyed. For 
conſidering the many Infirmities and Accidents that ne- 
ceſlarily attend humane Nature, it is certain that Men can- 
not be fit at all Times rightly to contrive Prayers for the 
publick Uſe. We ſee from Experience that Mea are not 
at all Times fic rightly to diſcharge any other Duty, as 


for Example, to Preach or YYrites And there can be 


no Reaſon aſlign'd why the Caſe ſhould be otherwiſe in 
the contriving of Prayers for the publick Uſe. And ſure» 


| ly the Diſſenters cannot but know from their own Ex- 


perience, that upon Account of the various Indiſpoſiti- 


ons that their Miniſters are liable unto, their Prayers muſt 


at ſometimes be leſs perfect, or leſs agreeable to the Laws 
of God, than they are at other Times. 

Now *tis plain that Set-Forms have the Advantage in 
Reſpect of all Means and Helps of this Kind. Since the 
Forms that may be uſed in every Congregation, may be 
ſuch as were framed by Perſons when they were in the beſt 
and fitteſt Diſpoſition of Body and Mind for ſuch an Un- 
dertaking. V Vhereas free 8 muſt frequently be 
made by Men when they may be in ſeveral Reſpects in. 


D , diſpoſed 
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Apel both in Body and Mind; As for Inſtanee, When 
they may be under Temptations, Or more than ordinarily 
ſubject to humane Paſſions and Infirmities, Or much en- 
cumbred with Buſineſs and the Cares of Life. 

3. Diligence and Care mus} be uſed in the contriving 
of the publick Prayers, Otherwiſe it cannot be ordinarily 
expected that they ſhould be free from Errors and Cor- 
ruptions in the Matter. This I am ſenſible will be alfo 
granted. For doubtleſs through Careleſneſs and Neg- 
lig ence a Man may err in thoſe Prayers that he contrives, 
as well in Reſpect of the Matter, as of the Mords or Me- 
thod of them. 

Now there can be much more Care taken in the con- 
triving of a Ser Form than can be ordinarily taken in the 
making of free Prayers. For there may be all the Care 
imaginable taken in the Compoſure of a Set- Form. Se- 
veral Tears may be ſpent in the Drawing of it up. And 
the Care and Experience of ſeveral Ages may be had a- 
bout ir. But ee Prayers muſt be made by every pri- 
vate Miniſter : And the Generality of private Teachers 
by Reaſon of their Paſſions and Corruptions, cannot but 
be ſuppoſed to be frequently liable to Careleſneſs in the 
premedirating or contriving of their Prayers : Nay the 


moſt induſtrious and diligent of them may ſome times be 


negligent in this Affair. Befides, 'Tis not to be doubted 
but that the fee Prayers of the Diſſenters are generally 
ſpeaking in a great Meaſure, it not ſome times gltoge- 
ther conceived of a ſudden” without fore-thought or pre- 
meditation, Upon which Account it is that they have 
been generally called by the name of EXTEMPORE 
—_—— 338 
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T may further add, That private Miniſters by Reaſon 
of the Hurry of Buſineſs; and the many Diverſions that 
they may be engaged in cannot poſſibly have that Time 
and Leiſure in the Contriving of their free Prayers that 
may be had in the drawing up of Set- Forms. Conſide- 
ring eſpectally, that when they pray in publick inthe et 
or Extempore Way, they mult generally make Prayers 
five or fix Times a Meet, and ſich too as muſt be of a ve- 
ry conſiderable Length, And that mult beſides, to gtatiſie 
the Humour of People, be in fome Meaſure contmual 
ne. | PUN bs hon enen 2 8 
4. For che Purpoſe in Hand it may be: neceſſary, or at 
leaſt very uſeful, That the Perſon who contrives the pnblict 
Prayers ſhould conſult and have the Advice of other Per- 
'fons about them before they are offered unto God in the pubs 
lick. For we fee from Expertente that in all other Caſes 
Men do receive conſiderable Benefit by Adyiſing and 
Conſulting with Others; And do thereby avoid many 
Faults that otherwiſe they might fall into. And I ſhould 
think that the Diſſenters cannot but own, tHarif their Mi- 
niſters did adviſe with ſober and judicious Perſons about 
their Prayers before they utter d them in Publick, they 
would be more free from Errors and Imperfections than 
now commonly they are. „%§ö§é— ES 
Now 'tis plain that Set. Forms have the Advantage of 
Extempore Prayers in this Reſpect. For when à Ferfon 
that is duly qualified has drawn up a Set- Form, he may 


adviſe and conſult about it with the moſt ſober, learned and 


judicious Perfons, Nay with Menofall Ranks and Degrees 
whatſoever, before it is uſed in the publick Worſhip: 


S) 
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But on the other Hand, as has been already taken No- 
tice of,” free or Extempore Prayers muſt, in Order to 
pleaſe the People, be in ſome Meaſure continually new; 
And beſides, as has been likewiſcalready hinted, ſuchtrayers 
are generally ſpeaking in a great Meaſure unpremeditated, 
or conceived of a ſudden without Fore-chought, and con- 
ſeguenti are not ordinarily committed to Writing : And 
upon theſe Accounts it cannot generally be expected, 
that thoſe Perſons that make or contrive them, ſhuuld 
conſult with .others about them, before they are offered 
unto Gos in the publick Worſhip. JPY 
And indeed, tho' the Diſſenters when they make any 
Adareſs to the Prince take great Care in conlulting with 
one another in Order to have the Matter of it proper and 
it; and tho when any of them does writeany Thing in 
their own Defence or againſt the Church, he will not 
fail co adviſe with others about it; Tho? they conſulted 
one another in their Drawing up a Confeſſion of Faith, 
a Larger and Shorter Catechiſm, and a Directory tor 
publick Worſhip,;, Tho! they will ask the Advice of 
Others about the Senſe of this or that Text or Paſſage of 
Scripture, About the Truth" of this or that particular Oo. 
Firine or Opinion, or about this or that Caſe of Conſci- 
ence, &c. Yet I profeſs I could never yet learn that any 
Man among them did ever ordinarily, or indeed at any 
Time adviſe with any Perſon about his Prayers before he 
utter d them in the publick Worſhip. , "ON? 

3. That the Prayers that are contriv'd for the publick 
Uſe may be lawful and proper with reſpe& to the Mat- 
ter, it will be of conſiderable Uſę to have them approved 

.#f by a general Synod or Convocation, before they are offered 
amo God in the publick Worſhip. | And 


Og ˙ —— @—ooo—_— 
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- And this the Council of Miltv# wete very fe{iffÞte ot 
when they decreed That the Prayers thut were approvdof 
the Council ſhould be ue by all; Aud that no other 
fowl be ſaid in the Church but thoſe that had bit wy h. 
ed by the more; judicious, or effifovrd of A Sho, leaf 
any Thing either through Ignor ante dr Neglixence might be 
done ag arnif rhe Fane, oo! 5H oe Oh et ant 
The Fews alſo were apprehenſive of the fame Thing. 
For Mr. Selden has obſerv'd'from the antient Cuſtoms and 
Records of the Zew;ſo Nation That certain Forms of Pray- 
er were inflitured by Exra and bis Confiſtory, to the end that 
the Jews might not recede either in the Matter or Expreſ- 
ſion of their Prayers from that Form of Piety commanded 
them by God. Aq ) Sch 01.3663 „n 152 | 
Aad even the Heatbens ſeem to have had this in theit 
View. For we find that Plato commanded That what- 
ever Prayers or Hymns the Poets tompoſed unto the pods, 
they ſhould fir #7 ſhew them to the Prieits before they pubs 
liſh'd them, lea ſi they ſbanld att cui Things inſtead of good. 


And certainly a Prayer that paſſes the Srrutony, and 
has the prin Be of — — Convocation, may gene- 
rally ſpeaking be more ſafely depended on for the Sound- 
neſs and Orthogoxy of the Matter of it, than the private 
Conceptions or ſudden Effiiſtons of every ordinary Tea- 
cher. For in ſuch Aſſemblies Things may be ſafficienr- 
ly canvaſs d and weighed before they be approved of: And 
what may be Wanting in the Abilities or Experience of 
one Man may be ſupplyed by thoſe of another. Aud I 
ſhould think the Diſſanters cannot but own; That if no 
Prayers were uſed in their Congregations but ſuch as were 


approv'd of by their Synods or Presbyteries their publick 
E Prayers 


os 2 — — 


8 / the Matter of Prajer. Seck. 1. 


— 


| Prayers: would generally ſpeaking be more free from Er- 
rors and Corruptions than now they are. 

Now a Set · Form may be approved of by a Sod or 
Convocation before it be uſed. in the publick Worſhip. 
Whereas fee Prayers are the private Conceptions or ſud- 
den Effuſions of boca wy Men that have not the publick 
Approbation of the Church to recommend them. + 

6. The laſt Help in this Caſe that 1 ſhall take Notice 
of is the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, Now as I ſhall ſhew 
there can be more of the Aſſiſtance: of God's Spirit had in 
the Contriving of a Set · Form than can be ordinarily had 
in the making a free ar Extempore Prayers. 


Ia Order to this 


We may remark that in the Compoſing of Prayers for 
the publick Worſhip: che Spirit of Gop may aſſiſt us in ſe. 
veral Reſpetis. ' As for Inſtance, He may aſſiſt us in the 
making of them lauful and proper with teſpect to the 
i Matter, In making of them at, In the digeſting, 
ll of them into right Method and Order, In the expreſſing 
! of them in a decent and proper Manner, &c. And it is 
| concerning the Influence that he may have upon us in the 
en of theſe Caſes that we are here principally concern d. 
Wemay furthes obſerve that in the Performing of any 
Chriſtian Duty we cannot mow expect that the Spirit of 
Gos ſhould aſſiſt us in an extraordinary Hay, that is; by 
i! an extraordinary and immediate Impulſe. And thus for 
i] Inſtance, it is incumbent upon the Min flers of CHRIST 
1 Topreach, To explain the Jcrip ire, To. confurte and 
| convince _ er andOppoſers of the Trech, and _ 
1 | e 
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quently upon Occaſion to Vrite Boots in order to con- 
fute and convince them. And Gop has promiſed the a. 
ſiſtance of his >piric in the Diſcharging of theſe as well as 
of all other Chriſtian Duties, But notwithſtanding this 
Promiſe we are not now to expect that the Spirit ot Go» 
ſhou'd by an immediate Impulie, or by Way of immedi. 
ate Inſpiration dictate to us the Matter the /Yords and the 
Method of our Sermons, our Expoſitions of Scripture, our 
Dꝛſputations with Hereticks, or thoſe Diſcourſes that we 
may publiſh in Order to convince them. 
In like manner Go p has promiſed us the Aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit in our Contriving of Prayets for the publick 
Worſhip. But notwithſtanding this Promiſe we are not 
now to expect that the Spirit of Goo ſhould by an im- 
mediate and extraordinary Impulſe dictate to: us the Mat- 
ter, the Words, or the Method of our Prayets. For ihere 
is no Promiſe in Holy Scripture for ſuch an immediate 
and extraordinary Aſſiſtance of the Spirit in Prayer any 
more than in the forementioned Duties of Preaching, Ex- 
plaining the Scriptures, Confuting of Gainſayers, G. 

VVe may further remark that we have as great Promi- 
ſes in Holy Scripture of the Aſliſtance of God's Spirit in 
performing the now mention d or the like Duties, as in the 
making of Prayers forthe publick Uſe. For is not Chriſt 
ſaid to be the true. Light which lighteth every. Man that 
cometh into the World? (a) Did not he command his 
Diſciples to go and teach all Nations, telling them withal, 
That he would always be with them even unto the End of 
the World? (b) Has not he promiſed to ſend us the Com- 
— — e ———_— —— — — 

(a). Jb. 1. 9. (b) Matt, 28 40. | | 
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farter that will teach us all Things, And guide us into all 
Truth? (c) Are not we told That the Mamfeſtationof the 
Spirit is grven to every Man to profit withal; That to one 
is given by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, To another the 
Word of Knowledgey To anather Faith by the ſame Spirit, 
To another Prophecy? &c. (d) Is it not laid by Saint John, 
But the Anointing which ye have recetved” of him abideth 
in you; And ye need not that any Man teach jou; But as 
the ſame Anointing teacheth you of all Thi 
Truth, and is no Lye; And even as it hath Taugbt jon, 
Te ſhall alude in him? (e) Now are not theſe and the 
like Promiſes of the Aſſiſtanee of God's Spiritas great as a- 
ny Promiſes that can be produced in Relation to the ma- 
king of Prayers for the publick Worſhip? © 
[ Mie may further obſerve that thoſe Outward and Mo- 
ral Maaaus and Hips that are neceſſary or requiſite in Or- 
der to the righ t Ferformance of any Chriſtian Duty, Are 
alſo ordinatily neceſſary or requiſite in Order to our At- 
taining the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit in the Performing of 
that Duty: And thus for Inſtance The Spirit of Gop 
may aſſiſt Men in the writing of Diſcourſes in Order to 
convince Hereticks and fers of the Truth. Bur Men 
are not or dinarih to expect that the Spirit of God will ena- 
ble them to write agreeably ta his Mind and Will un- 
leſs, for Iuſtamte, 
Vader ſtandingr, And tollerably acquainted wich humane 
Learning, Unleſs they carefully peruſe the Holy Scrip- 
tures, And honeſtly endeavour to find out the true meaning 


and Senſe of chem, Unleſs they apply chemſelves with Di- 


(e) Fab. 14. 46. and 16, 13. (9) 1 Cor, 12, 718, 9, (e) Th 2. 37. 
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ligence to ſtudy upon whar.they are to write, And adviſe 
with ſober and judicious Perſons about it, &c. 

I ſhall only once more. remark, That ordinarily Spea- 
king Gop does give us in the diſcharging of our Duties 
the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit ina due Proportion to the ſeveral 
Degrees that we have or enjoy of thoſe External and Mo- 
ral Means and Helps; And that when moſt of the Bene- 
fit of them can be had, then ordinarily ſpeaking moſt of the 
Aſſiſtance of his Spirit may be expefted. And thus for In- 
ſtance, A Maa that is eminent, for his Piety, his Learning 
and Judgment, his Diligence and Experience has much bet- 
ter Ground to expect that the Spirit of Gop will enable 
him to Preach or Wrice agreeably. to the Mind of Gon 
than another Perſon may have that has but very indiffe- 
rent Degrees of theſe Qualifications. 

And therefore (that I may come directly to the Matter 
in Hand) In the making of the publick Prayers lawful or 
agreeable to the Will of God as to the Matter, there may 
be mot of the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit ordinarily ex- 
pected when there may be had »29f7 of the Benefit of thoſe 
external and moral Means and Helps that are neceſſary or 
aſcful for that Purpoſe, That is tor Inftance; When the. 
Perſon that contrives the Prayers is the beſt qualified in all 
Reſpects, And when in the Contreving of them he is im the 
beſt Diſpoſition of Body and Mind for ſuch a Work; When: 
the greateſt Diligence and Care is uſtd in the Compoſure of 
them, hen mo#? of the wholſome Advice and Directi- 
on of others is had about them, And when they are the be fi 
approv d of by the Body of the Governours and Paſtors of 
the Church. Now I have already ſhewn that Set- Forms 
have the Advantage of free Prayers in every one of theſe 

F Reſpetts, 
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Reſpects. And therefore there may be more of the Aſſi- 
ſtance of Go pꝰ's Spirit ordinarily expected in the Contri- 
ving of Set- Forms than in the making of ee Prayers. 

Upon the whole therefore 'tis plain, that in the Com- 
poſing of Set- Forms there can be had more of the Bene- 
fir of thoſe Means and Helps that are neceſſary or uſe. 
ful in Order to the publick Prayers being Lawful or a- 
greeable to the Mind of Gop in Reſpect ot the Matter, 
than can be ordinarily had in the making of free or Ex- 
tempore Prayers. For whatever other ordinary Means or 
Helps of this Nature there may be imagined, They are 
either reducible to ſome of theſe that have been already 
mentioned, Or elſe the fame Kind of Reaſons that have 
been made Uſe of will prove that as to them alſo Set- 
Fo:ms have the Advantage. And conſequently aSet-Form 
is the moſt Safe and the moſt likely and probable (or the 
beſt) Way in Order to obſerve the Rule now under Con- 
ſideration. 

I proceed further to ſhew, 


II. That by the Uſe of a Set- Form the Rule in Hand 


can be always (or at every Time of publick Worſhip) 
ſufficiently obſerv'd in every Congregation ; But that it can- 
not be always ſufficiently obſerved in every Congregation, or 


Free or Extempore //ay. And, 


X Firſt, 'Tis plain that the Rule in Hand can be ales 
ſufficiently obſer vd in every Congreg ation bythe Uſe of a Set- 


Form. For tis manifeſt there may be a Form drawn up 
here in there are no poſitive Errors or Corryptions as n 


indeed in any Congregation, when we pray altogether in the 
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the Matter. And I think that Form uſed in our Church 
is unexceptionabls in this Reſpect. For the Diſſenters have 
never yet made it to appear that there is one Fault of this 


Natute in it. 


| preſume it will be allowed that *ris poſſible to make a 


free or Extempore Prayer wherein there is nothing as to 


the Matter that is unwarrantableor repugnant tothe Word 
of Gov. And conſequently it mult alſo be granted that 
there may be made ſuch a Form; Since ſuch a fee Pray- 
er may be turned into a Form; And ſince free Prayers have 
no Advantages in Order to their being perfect in this Re- 
ſpe& but what, as has been already ſhewn, Set- Forms have 
in a much greater Degree. 

In a Word, it the Diſſenters wont allow that tis pof- 
ſible co compoſe a Form that is ſufficiently free from Cor- 
ruptions of this Kind, they muſt at the fame time be o- 
bliged to confefs that 'tis impoſſible for any Man that is 
not immediately inſpired to make a Prayer unto God at 
any Time without running into poſittve Errors and Cor- 
— in it. But this I am. confident they will never 

N ow when ſuch a Form is drawn up, it may bo Eſta« 
bliſh'd by Law: And all the Miniſters in'a Nation may 
be oblig d to make uſe of it. And upon'a Suppoſition 
that they do conſtantly uſe it, and make uſe of go Pray- 
ers in the publick Worſhip but thoſe that are contain d 
in it, the publick Prayers in all Congregations will be 
conſtantly lawful or free from poſitrve Errors and Core 
ruptions in Reſpect of the Matter of them, Bur, 


. Secondly, Tis plain that the Rule in Hand cannot be 
alwa)s ſufficiently obſerv'd in every Congregation, or indeed 
in 
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in any C e when we pra) altogether in the free or 
Extempere Way, ND Te 

In Order to this we muſt remark that when Men pray 
altogether in the free or Extempore Way they have no 
certain Draught ot the Matter of Prayer preſcribed unto 
them But are left at Liberty to uſe ſuch Matter in their 
Prayers as they in their private 7udgment ſhall think to be 
fit and convenient, oragreeable to the Law of Goo. Now 
when Men are thus left to their free Choicę it cannot poſ- 
ſibly be expected that their Prayers ſhould be conſtantly 
free from — and Corruptions. For tis plain that in 
ſuch a Caſe Men cannot but frequently tranſgreſs when they 
are under the following Diſadvantages, viz, V hen they 
bave not a ſufficient Degree of ſound, Knowledge and Judg- 
ment, VVhen they baue not a due Pros over, their 
. Ihen they are not in a fit Two of Body 
and Mind when they de contrive and mak 


their Prayers, 
ben they don't take ſufficient Care in the C ontriving of 
them, ben they never adviſe with other Perſons about 
them, V hen in the Contriving of them they are not - 
fled by the Spirit of God, Or are not ſufficiently armed a- 
gainfi the Devil's Temptations, q 

Now tis manifeſt that all Miniſters (as the preſent Con- 
dition of the World is) muſt be more or leſs ſubject to 
each of theſe Diſadyantages. That is, They are all more 
or leſs liable to Y/Yeakneſs and Error in Judgment, To 
ſinful Paſſions and Affettions, To. Indiſpoſitions in Body 
and Mind, To cri en negligence, They haye not 


always the Aſſi fi ance of God's Spirit, nor are they always 
Sufficiently armed againFt the Devils Temptations, 


And 
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ſances; ſince tis ſo plain from the Reaſon of the Thin 
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And therefore tis manifeſt that all Mey muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity run more or leſs into Errors and Corruptions in 
their Prayers if they pray altogether in the fee or Extem- 
pore Way. * 

We ſee from Experience that through the aforeſaid Diſ. 
advantages Men do frequently tranſgreſs in all Caſes that 
are of a parallel Nature. I mean in all Caſes wherein they 
may miſcarry through the ſaid Diſadyantages, Thus it 


is evident that even the bet of Miniſters, but eſpecially 


the Generality and more indifferent ſort of them, mult 
unavoidably upon theſe Accounts run more or leſs into 
Errors and Miſtakes in their free or Extempore Sermons, 
Their Expoſitions of Scripture, Their Y//ritings upon 
Controverſy, And in all their other ordinary LVs of 
Action that are of a parallel Nature. Now if in ſuch Ca- 


ſes Errors and Miſtabes cannot poſſibly be conftautly avoi- 


ded by them, no more can they conſtantly be ayoided in 
their free or Extempore Prayers. This Conſequence muſt 
of Neceſlity be allow'd by the Diſſenters, unleſs they cou d 
prove that all Miniſters muſt have ſome extraordinary and 
infallible Aſſiſtances of the Spirit of Gos im their Making 
of Prayers that they have not in any other Caſe. But this 
they will never be able to do. * q 

1 ſhall for the Illuſtration of this Argument point at 


ſeveral of the Ways whereby Men may err in their free 


Or Eutempore Prayers upon Acoount of the aforeſaid Diſ- 
advantages. But I ſhall wave the giving of particular In- 


that Men muſt frequently ert in this Caſe; And ſince any 


diſcerning Perſon, it he has, either had the Occaſion. fre- 


quently to hear ſuch. Prayess, 1 if he will pe ar cha. Pains 
+ | ; 57." 
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as they drop from the Perſons Motiths that make them, 


may be furniſh'd with Inſtances enough of this Kind. 

And thus how frequently may Men err in their Extem- 
pore Prayers through PYVtakneſ and Error in Judgment? 
May they not thereby be Tametirnes in danger of Acting 
Evil Things inſtead of gosd, And of praying ag uin god 
Things inſtead of Evil! And how readily may "Thins Pray 


for ſuch good Things, and againſt ſuch evil 


ak cannot der fly or erfhaps daf infiſted on in The 
publiek Worſhip? How forward may o Blew be to intrg: 
h 


duce: their Eyyors or privat Opinions into their Prayers 
Eſpeciatly when-it is ſo cuſtomaty among thoſe that 257 


in the Bxremport VVay to convert their Sermons into 


Prayers? How frequently may th ly Textso 
—_ When jtis46 rr rn bc Phaſes 


every! Turn in Rich Prayers? How 6fttn may they i 
Sum not fir to de confels'd? And may they hot be Cone: 
times in Danget ef —_— uo GoB toil Achim of 
VC 88 Aud ef Thinkin im for fach Thing $ as ate 
raste, wilted MARS that the Blefnpi of Gob 
utitoitHem? Aud He readily may Figs cant 805 for 
ſach particular Mercies as ed not ff to e inſiſted oh in 
the publice Worſip?'' n big | 
Mage p ry” Mic $8269) et in this 0h ect 
cthteugs ff Pin: 1s? As for Erimple 
Throuph Prideand Vuin- Cin they may launch out 18 
earl g ad inco che Gu Ava ther e Th 10 
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ſons. Through ¶ictation of Novelty they may intro- 
duce very many itnpertinent Thing into their Prayers. For 
if we have never oftner than once the ſame Things in our 
Prayers wefhall ſoon have nothing at all to pray for: And 
therefore thole that aim at continua Novelty, or at any 
unreaſunable Degree thereof, mult frequently corrupt their 
Prayers with unlawful or unſuitable Mattrr. Further, 

How frequently may Men err in this Caſe through Ne- 

gligence and want of Care? For Example, When: at any 
＋1 ime they have not ſtudied before Hand /uffioient Maier 
als for their Prayers, They will often be ready to enlarge 
too much on thoſe that are as Hand, and in ſuch 1 
ments to have ſeyeral unſit and impertinent Things. 
when they ate at a Loſ or their Memories fail them," They 
will be rrady to inſert in their Prayers ſuch Notions 
Thoughts xs may come into their Heads in the mean Time, 
which may happen very often to be wnfic and Imperti- 
nent, becauſe may be taw and Indigeſtec. 

And when they ane-careleſ5 about the Words ef their 
Prayers it will have a con ſiderable Influence upon the Mut. 
ter of them. For the Matter of Prayer is ſigniſted or com. 
veyed to the People by the Words, And therefore if a 
Mag's Words do not convey to the Congregation that 
Matter which is r, but ſuch Matter as may be w#lawfil 
or impertinem, his Prayer may juſtly be booked upon as 
faulty in Reſpe& of the Marrer of it. Now that theſe 
who pray in the Extempurr Way are very liable to be care. 
leſs about their Words, is but too manifeſt. - 

Mien will be alſo ready to commit Pablts awd Blunden 
vhrough Caivleſricls and Inadvertent x the v bed 
they are utter ing their Prayers. For doubtleſs Men ae 

oil frequently 
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they pray in the Extempore Way. And in ſuch Caſes 


there muit frequently drop from them ſuch Things as they 
themſelves would wiſh recall'd as ſoon as they perceive 
them. That I may only give one Inſtance. more, 
- How frequently may Men err in this Reſpect through the 
Temptation of the Devil? For the Devil has ſa many V Vays 
to tempt Men to corrupt their Extempore Prayers, that he 
cannot generally miſs of his Aim in ſome Degree or other, 
Thus for Inſtance; If a Man be heavy in Conſtitution, how 
eaſily may he be tempted to be careleſs and negligent in 
the premeditating of his Prayers? and then he will fall in- 
to Miſtakes and Errors of Courſe. If he be erroneous in 
by Judgment, how eaſily may he be tempted to inſert his 
Errors into his Prayers? If he be conceited, to fill them 
with vain and uſeleſs Fancies? If he be zealozs for a Par- 


ty or Set, To ſtuff them with thoſe Notions and Opini- 


ons that ſerve to diſtinguiſh his Way or Religion from that 
of other Men? If his Head be dark and intricate, to ac- 
cuſtom himſelf to obſcure and myſtical Notions ? And 
it he be melancholly or diſturb d in his Brain, to vent eve. 
ry crude and indigeſted Thing that comes into his Flead, 
under Colour of following the Impulſes of the Spirit? 

I could have inſtanced in ſeveral other ways whereby 


But I preſume there has been enough ſaid to convince 
the Reader, that Faults or Corruptions of this Nature can- 
not but frequently happen in ſuch Prayers. And I don'c 
queſtion but that the Diſſenters themſelves are convinced 
of it from their own Experience: Though the great 
Admirers of the Extempore Way may no be 

up- 
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Men may err in the Matter of their Extempore Prayers. 
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ſuppoſed to be ſo byaſsd and prejudic'd in their Opini- 
ons about it, That they cannot and will not ſee very many 
or the greater Part of the Corruptions which de attend it. 


And now upon the whole, all Things fairly weighed 
and confidered, I preſume tis evident to the Reader, that 
the Fr # Rule laid down in the Iutroduction, viz. That 
the publick Prayers as to the Matter of them ought to be 
lawful or agreeable to the Will of God, can be better ob- 
ſerved by the Uſe of a Set-Form, than it can be by the Uſe 
of free or Extempore Prayer. 


— 
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SECT. II. 


Concerning the Second Rule laid down in the Inrodatfion, 


viz. That the publick Prayers as to the Matter of them 
ought to be compleat. 


In ſpeaking to this Rule, 


mMight fret ſhew at large, by Arguments inſi - 
ted on in the fir t Section, That 4 Set. Form i 
be noſt ſafe, and the mot likely and probable 

ay in Order to obſerve it. But it will be needles to 
make particular Application of each of theſe Arguments to 
the Matter in Hand. The Reader, if he thinks fir, may 


readily do it in his own Mind, 


H But, 


hn 
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II. Tis plain that by the wſe of Set- Forms the Rule in 
Hand can always (or at every Time of publick Worſhip) 
be ſufficiently obſerved in every Congregation, For, 

Firſt, Tis manifeſt that there may be a Set- Form or 
Liturgy drawn up, wherein all the ordinary Matter of pu- 
blick Prayer may be ſufficiently comprehended or deſcen- 
ded into. And I think that the Liturgy of our Church 
cannot juſtly be excepted againſt in this Reſpect. For 'tis 
plain that the Prayers that are appointed in it, to be uſed 
upon every ordinary Occaſion of publick Worſhip, are ſuf- 
ficlently comprehenſive and compleat. I fhall particular- 
Ly inſtance in thoſe Forms that are appointed for the ordi- 
mary Service upon the Lord's-Day in the Morning. 

Now *tis plain that in that Service all the Paris of Pray- 
er are comprehended, For therein we meet with Petzti- 
ons for good Things, Deprecations againſt evil Things, 
Confeſſion of Sin, Iuterceſſiun for Others, Pratſes, and 
Thanksgivings, _ | | 


And every one of theſe Parts is ſufficiently compre- 
henfive and compleat. Thus for inftance, We do not on- 
ly, in that excellent Form, Pray to Go p in general That 
he wou'd give us Grace fo. perform our Duty, and to avoid 
Hin, But we alſo pray that Gop won'd enable us, 10 per- 
form he ſeveral Kinds of Duty, And to avoid the ſeveral 
Kinds of Sin, And that in as particular a manner as is ot- 
dinarily neceſſary or requiſite in the publick Worſhip. For 
tho' every particular Duty, and every particular Sin be not 
expreſly named in that Form; Yet Duty and Sin are di- 
ſtributed in it into certain plain and familiar Heads, unto 


which every particular Duty and Sin are plainly — 
n 


* 
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And which by their being mentioned will naturally enough 
ſuggeſt every Man's particular Duty and Sin into his Mind. 
Thus for Example, The Ten Commandments are general- 
ly known ta be a Summary of the Heads of our Duty; 
And after the Reading of every one of them in our pu- 
blick Worſhip,every Man do's Pray with his Voice, Lord 
have Mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts to keep this 
Law. Now in ſuch a Caſe, however the Duty or the Sin 
that he may in a particular manner be concern'd in, may 
not be expreſly named; yer it may be ſufficiently incul- 
cated to his Mind. As for inſtance, When we Pray after 
the Reading of the Seventh Commandment againſt the 
Sin of Adultery. If a Perſon has been guilty of Fornica- 
tion, his Sin will be thereby ſufficiently ſuggeſted to him. 
In a Word, there is no particular Duty or $in whatſoever, 
that any Perſon may be concern'd in, but what may be 
brought ſufficiently unto his Thoughts by ſome Paſſage or 
other in that Form, either in the L:tany, or at the Reading 
of the Ten Commanaments,. or in ſome other Parts of the 
Service. 

It would be tedious to ſhew the Particularity of that 
Form as to every one of the Parts of Prayer. It may ſuf- 
fice in the general to obſerve, that in it we diſtinctly pray, 
for the ſeveral Kinds of good Things, And againſt the fe- 
veral Kinds of Evil, That we diſtinctly pray for the ſe- 
veral Ranks and Degrees of Men, That we diſtinctly ce- 
lebrate the ſeveral Kinds of the Divine Perfect ions and 
Works, And bleſs G op. for the ſeveral Kinds of his Mey- 
cies to our ſel ves and to others. And for the Reader's Sa- 
tis faction herein, I refer him to the careful Peruſal of the 
Litany, and. Collects, and other Prayers, And of the Pſalms 

And 
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and Hymns that are appointed in our Liturgy for the pub. 
lick Worſhip upon the Lord's-day. 
It will be needleſs here in {ike manner to ſhew, That 
the Prayers that are appointed in our Liturgy upon all 
other ordinary Occaſions of publick Prayer, are ſufficiently 
comprehenſive and compleat. I mean ſuch as the Aa- 
miniſtration of the Holy Communion, The publick Mini- 
ftration of Baptiſm, The publick Solemnization of Ma- 
trimony, The Churching of Women, The Order for Bu- 
rial of the Dead, The Ordination of Miniſters, The Or- 
dinary Feaſts and Faſis of the Church, &c. The Rea- 
der may be ſufficiently convinc'd of this, if he will be at 
the pains carefully to look into the ſeveral Forms that are 
made uſe of in our Church upon ſuch Occaſions. 
Secondly, When there happens any extraordinary Occa- 
ſion of publick Prayer, Such as any extraordinary Good 
for which we ought to pray, Or any extraordinary Luil 
that we are to pray againſt, Or any extraordinary Duty 
or Sin about which we ought to pray, Or any extraord:- 
nary Mercy for which we are to thank G oD, In ſuch Ca- 
ſes there may be made ſpecial Forms to be uſed in the pub- 
lick VVorſhip. | 
So that upon the whole, we ſhall take it for granted till 
the Contrary be prov'd, That all Matter of publick Pray- 
er what/oever, that can be prov'd by the Law of Gop to 
'be neceſſary or requiſite in the publick V Vorſhip, may be 
ſufficiently comprehended or deſcended into, either inthe 
Common Forms for ordinary Occaſions, Or in the ſpecial 
Forms upon Extraordinary Emergencies. 
Tis plain therefore that by the Uſe of Ser-Forms the 
Rule now under Conſideration, may upon all Occaſions 
| of 
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of publick Worſhip be ſufficiently obſetv d in every Con. 

gation. For, as has been ſhewn, there may be a Set- 
Form ot 'Litargy drawn up, wherein all the Ordinary 
Matter of publick Prayer is:fufficiently comprehended ; 
And Special Forms may. be contriv'd to ſuit extraordinary 
Caſes; And both of theſe may be impoſed or enjoin'd up- 
on all the Miniſters and Congregations in a Nation or Na- 
tional Church. And upon a Suppoſition that both of them 
are:duly made Uſe of when they are enjoin'd, the publick 
Prayers in every Congregation will, upon all Occaſions 
of publick V Vorſhip, be ſufficiencly comprehenfive and 
compleat. But to proceed: 


III. Tis plain; that che Nule in Hand cannot be-always 
ſufficiently obſeru d in every Congregation, or indted in 4. 
1 Congregation, when be pray altogether in the free or 
Extempore Way. + Fn 

For when, Men are left to their Liberty and arbitrary 
Choice about the matter of Prayer, it cannot but be expe- 
&ed that more or leſs of it ſtiouꝰd frequently, if not al- 
together, be omitted. And this might be prov'd at large 
by ſeveral Arguments inſiſted on in the Firſt Section, to 
which J refer the Reader. For the Corruptions and Infir- 
mities of humane Nature dormake Men when left to theit 
free Choice as liable to leave undane thoſe Things which 
they ought to do, as te do choſe Things which bold not 
be done. And therefore, as Men, when they are leit to 
their Liberty and free Choice about the Matter: of their 
Prayers, through Ignorance and Error in Judgment, thro' 


ſinful Paſſions and Affections, thro' Tndiſpoſirions in Body 
and Mind, thro' Careleſneſs and Negligence, thro" their 
I neglect. 
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neglecting to adviſe with others, thro the want of the A/ſi- 
ſtance of Gov's Spirit, and thro' the Tempration of the De- 
vil, cannot but frequently run more or I into poſetive | 
Errors and Cortuptions in their Prayers; Sd upomebe 
fame Accounts, their Prayers: muſt very oft be morocur 
Iſs defeBiove. - og 2d ten 008 hy 09 BNA 229\Þ'J 
lc will be needleſs here to point diſtinctiy at all the ſeve- 
ral Ways whereby Men may be lyable to Omiſſions in 
their fee Prayers: I ſhall only hint at me feu ot them 3 
And tor the ref, refer the Reader to the Fir} Seffion:: | 
And thus for Inſtance:ů 0 
How frequently may Men be lyable to Omiſſlions in 
this Caſe through Affectation of Novelty, conſidering e- 
ſpecially that the Novelty of Extempore Prayers 18 the nain 
Thing that recommends them to the Valgir. For if our 
Prayers be conſtantly compleat, they muſt in effect be ori. 
narily ſtill the ſame, For we ate commanded "to Pray as 
welack, To make knuum our Requeſts unto Go p in every 
Thing, and in every Thing to give Thainks,'&c; Now if 
theſe Commands be duly obſerꝰ d, we muſt of neceſlity 
pray conſtantly to G op for the ſame Things; and conſtant- 
ly give Him Thanks for the ſame Mercies, ſince we daily 
ſtand in need of the ſame good Things, and do daily te- 
ceive the ſame Mercies from him. Now if our Prayers 
cannot be conſtantly: compleat, unleſs they be in effect or- 
dinarily (till the ſame, Ir plainly follows, that thoſe who 
aim at a continual Novelty, or at any unreaſonable Depree 
thereof, mult of courſe be frequently guilty of Omiſſofs 
imtheir Prayer. Further 000 000 c . 
The poſetive Errors, and the many needleſß and imper ti. 
nent Things chat muſt happen in free Prayers, will occaſt- 
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on them to be frequegtiy deſectiye. For the I hingt 
are neceſſary to be inſiſted} on in the publick 1 
Order to their being compleat ypan allordinary Occaſions, 
ate ſo many, that all the; Tine chat can, be. gonveniently 
allow'd for, Erayet in the publick Worſhip, will; be little 
enough to inſiſt upon them, And Saeed eee 
table and impertigent Things do frequently take Place in 
our Hrayers, they muſt of Courſe be ftequently detectipe. 


to Prayers: (which, as I have deſede higted, is, very uſy- 
ally done) And when they mingle with che publick Pray- 
ers much of theit owo private (urcumſtances and Conditi- 
on, Or of the private Circumſtances ot ſome; particular 
Petſons that they my in a ſpecial Mannen be acquainted 
with (which, as the. Diſſant ma kagw from their own 
Experience, is very commonty practis d) in ſuch Caſes 
Jay, it muſt of eoutſe be expefted, that their Prayers 
will be in ſeveral Things defective. 1 ö 
And how often may, Exremgore. Prayers be de fective 
upon Account of the emlarged Ma of expreſſing Things, 
or the many... Circumlocutions, that, as I ſhall, have Oc- 
caſion hereafter to ſhew, are uſually. affected in them? For 
the Things that ate neceſſary to be inſiſted on in the pub- 
lick Prayers, in Ordet to their being compleat, are ſo 
many, that unlefp they be expreſs'd. with a ſuitalle Bre- 
vity they cannot be all brought in. 
And further, Many through want of Courage may be 
ſtequently liable to Omiſſions of this Kind. As for Ex- 
ample, They may decline the Praying againſt Particular 
Sins, becauſe that might diſpleaſe ſuch of their Heaters as 
might be adicted to thoſe Sins. For put the Caſe that 
A 
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17 rich Member of one of cheir Congregetibas hadvmiiti- 
ouſly  Nlandered ſome other Perſon, If the Miniſter upon 
ſuch an Occaſion ſhould put up a Petition to Gop o 
cerning Lymg and 9 e 8 the Perſon! guilty might 
thereby look 05 — 8 to be Pointed d do ffruck at, 
and fo wiglit be dy to be diſgaſtebdww. 
1 in ner manner take Notice how et Prayirs 
quently = 0'bedefeRtive through W#{rakne 
777 Wan ry, throug efunce and Brrur in 
and chrough wait of Furl. But *afing 110 Franke] ln 
ſtances of this Kind, Mia Loch nar bn Conok vie 
1 ſhall next, for che Ihuſtration of - the' Argument in 
Hand, point at * parrirular Caſts of Prayer, which, 
as far as ever I cdᷣuld find, are very frequently ey gp 
the Diſſentert in generul in cheir priblick Worin ip. 
And thus for Inſtance, The 1 —— h 
diſtinctiy, about many of the Lan Kinus of Good and 
Evil, and of Duty and Sin: As for Example, To pray to 
Gos to to preſerve. Them ; from Herefle and Schiſm, from 97. 
dition, Pak 7-Conſper ach and Rebethon, from Plague, Pe- 
Ailence a ik, $5 Bale and" Mur ther, and h. om 
ſudden Death, from Hatred and Malice, om Vain- Glory 
and Hyporriſie, from profane 'Swearing, from Adultery 
and Fornicatimm, jrom Slandering and bearing of fue Wit- 
neſs, from Coveting ther Neighbours Goods, cc. Or to 
pray to Gop to give them Grace to honour their Parents, 
To obey the Supreme Magiſtrate, and all in Authority auder 
him, To forgive their £ Memes, , Ferſteaorr and ene 
ers, &. 
Furtber, They ſeem generally, if not altogether, in their 
publick Worſhip to omit many Particulars of the Matter 


of Praiſe. | As 
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As for that way of Praiſing Gop by Celebrating the 
ſeveral Kinds, and the more remarkable Inſtances, of hi 
Actions and Works, they ſeem for the moF# part to neg- 
le& it. Tis plain that there is but very little of it to be met 
with in their Extempore Prayers. To convince them of 
which, I ſhall offer to their Conſideration a Specimen of 
ir, taken out of the Pſalms, as follows, 

O give Thanks unto the Lord, bo by his excellent 
Wiſdom made the Heavens, and laid out the Earth above 
the Waters. Who made great Lights, the Sun to Rule by 
Day, and the Moon and Stars to govern the Night. Who 
{mote Egypt with their fir ff Born, and brought out Iſrael 
from among them. Y Vho divided the Red · Sea into two Parts, 0 
and made Iſrael paſs thro' the mid it of it. Who led his Peo- 
ple through the Y/ilderneſs, for his Mercy endureth for 
ever. Pl. 136. WIL 

Moſes and Aaron his Servants ſhew'd his V Vonders inthe 
Land of Ham. He ſent Darkneſs, and turned their VVa- 
ters into Blood, and flew their Fiſh. The Land brought 
forth Frogs, even in their Kings Chambers. He ſpake the 
Vora, and there came all manner of Flies and Lice in 
all their Quarters. He gave them Hailflones for Rain, 
and Flames of Fire in all their Land. He ſpake the 
VVaord and Graſbopers came, and Caterpillars innumera- 
ble. He brought forth his People, and there was not one fee- 
ble Perſon in all their Tribes. He ſpread out a Cloud to be 


4 Covering, and Fire to give Light in the Night Seaſon. 


Pſ. 105. | 
He ſendeth the Springs into the Rivers, and watereth * 

the Hills from above. He bringeth forth Graſs for the Cat- 

tle, and green Herb for the 4 of Man, and Vine to 


make 
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make glad his Heart, and Oyl to make him achearful Coun- 
tenance, and Bread to prengthen bis Hears. Pſ. 14. 
There is alfo another Kind of Praiſe which conſiſts, 
In Introducing in our. Praiſes, other Perſons and Things 
praiſing of Gad along with us, And as it were in calling 
upon and exhorting them ſo to da. And this mult be al- 
lowed to be a natural May of Praiſing Gop, ſince his 
Excellencies and Works are fo. generally known, And 
have ſo great an Influence over all his Creatures. And be- 
ſides, ve meet with ſevetal Inſtances of it in the Pſalms. 
No as for this Way of Praiſe, as fat as evet I could know 
there is but, very little of it tõ be met with in their pub- 
lick Worſhip. Tis manifeſt that it does not uſually take 
Place in thein Axtesupore Prayers, as may be ſeen from 
the following Specimen of it taken out ok the Pfalm. 
O praiſe the Lord of Heaven all ye Angels of his, 
Praiſe him all his Hg ff, Praiſe him Sun and Moon, praiſe 
bim all ye. Stars. and Lig bi, Rraiſe him ye Heavens, and 
e Valens that are abouathe Heavens. Praife the Bord on- 
Earth ye Dragons and.alb Deeps. Fire and Hail, $yow and\ 
Fapours, King; and Storm fulfilling his Lord Mountains: 
2. bt Hills, fruitful. Trees. and all: Crdars. Beaſts- 
Mes 


Cattle, VForms and. ftather!d Fowl. Kings of the- 
one [li People, Princes. and. all Judges. Toung- 

Her. 4 | Maidens, Old Men and Children, PI, 148. &. 
Tis poſſible that then may alledge that they offer up 
theſe. ice Kinds of Rraiſe in their Singing of Hfalms. But 
this Pretence will avail but very little. For (beſides that 
the P/alms of Dauid do nat contain ſeveral things of theſe 
winds. of. Fraiſe that peculiar ly belong to the Chriſtian Re- 
gion) dei Aida Clerk in their Singing da head. 
er 
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der no Obligation to tun orderly through the Pſalm Bool; 
But are left at Liberty to Sing as much or as little of it as 
they think fit. And accordingly their Practice in this Re- 
ſpect is much like that in our Pariſb Churches. That is, 
they Sing ſome P/aims,. or Portions of Pſalms, and omit 
all the reſt. And indeed, as far as ever I could hear, the 
greater part of the Pſalm Book is not ordinarily Sung a- 
mong them from one Generation to another. And I 
much queſtion, whether thoſe Paſſages above-mention'd 
were ever ſo much as once Sung in the Generality of their 
Confregations. For the Pſalms that they ſeem the moſt 
inclinable to ſing are ſuch as are mote adapted to the Na- 
ture of their Extempore Prayers, Or ſuch as do conſiſt 
chiefly of general Matter of Confeſſion, Petition, Fraiſe, 
or Meditation, ſuch as the 5,1. 100. 119. and the like. 

I all only give one Inſtance more of the DefeFiveneſs 
of their public Worſhip. And that ſhall! be concerning 
the Confeſſion of the Articles of the Chriſtian: Faith, which 
ſeems. to be a Branch of. Praiſe; For when we do make 
Confeſſion of the. Articles of Faith, we do declare! and 
ſet forth ſome of the principal Herfectiam and Parks of 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

And ſuch. a Confeſſion, is very uſeful in the pablick 
Worſhip. For it will demonſtrate to the World: that we 
are ſound and Orthodox in the Faith: It will be a means 
conſtantly to inculcate the Articles of Religion into Mens 
Minds, And to preſerve the Church from Hereſie and Er- 
ror. And it will be alſo a Means to hinder Perſons of 
dangerous and Hzcetical. Principles from oſficiating in 
Chriſtian Congregations; ſince ſuch Pet ſons cannot join 
in the publick Confeſſions without notoriouſly: contradi- 
Qing their own Opinions. But 


* 
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But the Diſſenters ſeemaltogetherto neglect this Branch 
of Praiſe or Worſhip, Or at leaſt they do perform it ve- 
ry defectively. Their Directory does nor preſcribe ir. And 
their Miniſters don't ſeem to lye under any Obligation to 
make a diſtin Confeſſion of the Articles of Faith in 
their publick Worſhip. 

And accordingly as far as ever I could find, the moſt 
of the neceſlary Articles of Faith are nor ordinarily di- 

ftinftly confeſs'd in their publick Aſſemblies. Thus for 
Example, They do not ordinarily diſtin&ly confeſs, Thas 
there are three Perſons in the God-head, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Gho# ; That theſe Three are co-equal 
and co. eternal; That Chrit was begotten of his Father be- 
fore all VVorlas, That he is of one Subſtance with the 
Father; That he is perfect God and perfect Man in one Per- 
ſon; That he was conceived of the Holy Gho#?, and Born 
of the Virgin Mary ; That he ſuffered under Pontius Pi- 
late ; That he roſe again the Third Day from the Dead, 
That he aſcended unto Heaven, and ſiiteth on the Right 
Hand of God ; That he ſhall come from thence to judge 
the Quick and the Dead ; That the Holy Ghof is God, pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son; That there is 
one Catholick and Apoſtelick Church; That there is a 
Communion of Saints, a Forgiveneſs of Sins, a Reſurrecti- 
on of the Body, and a future Life. 

I might particularly Inſtance in ſome other of their 
Defects. But I preſume that upon the whole from what 
has been already ſaid, the Reader may be fully convinc'd, 
that when Men are left at Liberty to pray altogether in 
the Extempore Way, the publick Prayers muſt of Courſe 

be very frequently defective. 


But 
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But on the other Hand, the Diſſenters may obje&, 
That if we pray altogether by Set-Forms, the publick Pra y- 
ers muſt alſo be ordinarily or frequently defective; ſince, 
as they tell us, there do frequently happen particular or 
ſpecial Caſes of Prayer, that are neceſſary to be inſiſted on 
in the publick Worſhip, whith cannot be provided for by Set- 


Forms. 
Now in Order to anſwer this Objection, 
We may obſerve, That 'tis unreaſonable and abſurd to 
imagine that every particular Caſe of Prayer ſhould be in- 
/ifted on in the publick Worſhip; As for Inſtance, That 
we ſhould diſtinctly confeſs every particular Sin that eve- 
ry Man may be guilty of, Or pray for every particular 
Good that every Man may want, Or pray again every 
particular Evil that every Man may be liable unto, Or 
that we ſhould diſtinitly thank God for every particular 
Mercy that every Man may have recezy'd, c. This 
cannot but be acknowledg'd on all Hands, For indeed 
it is impoſſible that the publick Prayers ſhould deſcend fo 
particularly unto every Man's Circamſtances. And. beſides, 
ſuch a Particularity if it could poſſibly be uſed in them, 
would Occaſion very great Breaches of theſe general Rules, 
Let all things be done unto edifying, Let all Things be dons 
in Decency and Order, as well as of ſeveral other- Rules 
in Holy Scripture.” 8 e 20, den! 
Thus for Inſtance, A Perſon that has committed Adul- 
tery may very lawfully confeſs unto Gop, That he has 
been guilty of that Sin in Particular. But if a whole 
Congregation ſhould jointly confeſs that they were guil- 
ty of it, they might be 2 * chargeable with Prevaricating 
Or 
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or telling of ' a Lye. And if they ſhould jointly confeſs 
that /h4s or that particular Perſon had committed the ſaid 
Sin, they might be guilty of the Sin of Slander or De- 
trattion. _ | | | 
In like manner, a Woman that ſtands in need of being 
Married, may very lawfully pray to Gop for. a good 
Husband. And yet I make no Queſtion but that the in- 
ſiſting particularly upon ſuch a Petition would prove a 
Hindrance to the publick Devotion. 
And ſoa Man that has a Leud Wife may very lawful- 
ly pray to Gop to keep ber chat, And to preſerve her 
from the Sin of Adultery. And yet who ſees not that it 
would be very inconvenient to inſiſt upon fuch a particu- 
lar Caſe in the publick Prayers? TT 
I need not inſtance any further; Becauſe any one that 
duly conſiders the Matter, cannot but be ſenſible, that 
there may be produced innumerable Examples of this Kind. 
But we may. ſurther remark, that on the other Hand 
the publick Prayers ſhould not altogether conſis? of meer. 
general Heads, But ſhould alſo in à fit and proper degree 
deſcend into particular C afes + And thus for Inſtance, it is 
not enough for us to pray only in general Terms, That Gop 
would give us thoſe good Things we want, and deliver us 
from: thoſe Evils that we are liable unto, That he would 
enable us to perform our Duty and to avoid Sin; But. we 
muſt. alſo particularly pray about ſome diftinf# Kinds of 
Good and Evil, and of Duty and Sin. r 26508 $191 
But it may be ask d, Hou far are the public Prayers 
be particular in Reſpect of theſe and the like 0 
eee | 1 vm a; 
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No in Order to anſwer this, 

We may obſerve, that in our yielding Obedience to any 
Law of GoD, we muſt have regard to the other Laws cr 
Rules that he has given us. And we mult not, under pre- 
tence of coming up toa more than-ordinary Pitch of Per- 
fe&ion in one Duty, negle& the Performing of another, 
And thus for Inſtance, we are commanded to be charitable, 
But we muſt not run out ſo far into Acts of Charity as to 
neglect to be ju ſi to our Neighbours, or to provide for 
our Families. | 

We may further remark, That in contriving of Prayers 
for the publick Uſe weare chiefly to conſult the Edificats- 
on of the publick; and are only to regard theEdification of par- 
ticular Perſons as far as will conſiſt with that of the pub. 
lick. For the publick Prayers ate not to be conſider d as 
the Prayers of one Man, or of any one Rank or Order of 
Men; But they are to be look'd upon as the common 
Prayers of the Church or Chriſtian Society. Now all pub- 
lick Acts of Societies ought to be contriv'd with a pub- 
lick Spirit and Deſign ;. that is, They ought principally 
to aim at the good of the whole Society, and ought only 
to aim at the good of particular Members as far as will 
conſiſt with the good of the whole. 

To the Queſtzon above propos d. we therefore anſwer 
thus, .viz.. That in the publick Prayers, we are no further 
to deſcend into particular Caſes, than we can in a Conſiſtency 
with the due Obſervation of the ſeveral Laws or Rules 
that are laid down in Holy Scripture. And thus for Ex- 
ample, There ought to be no Caſes deſcended into in the 
publick Prayers, but ſuch as may be inſiſted on in a Con- 
ſiſtency with the due Obſeryation of theſe general Rules, 
| Let all thing be done unto edifying, Let all things be done 

in Decency and Order. [ 


Et 
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I come now to give a diſtin& Anſwer to the Objection 


above propos'd, And, 


1. I deny that there is any Caſe of Prayer that is ne- 
ceſſary to be inſiſted on in the publick Worſhip that can- 
not be provided tor or comprehended in Set-Forms. Fot 
indeed, As I ſhall be ready to maintain againſt the Diſſen- 
ters, all Caſes of Prayer whatſoever that can be inſiſted 
on in publick in a Conſiſtency with the due Obſervation 
of the ſeveral Laws or Rules that are laid down in the 
Word of Gop, may be ſufficiently comprehended in Set- 
Forms. Bur, | * 3 bo 2” 

2. Let us, for Arguments fake, ſuppoſe, that there 
may ſome times happen Caſes of Prayer, that ought to be 
inſiſted on in publick, which cannot be provided for by Set- 
Forms; Yet the Diſſenters will never be able to prove 
from thence, that the Rale in Hand can be better obſery'd 
by the Uſe of the Extempore Way, than it can be by the 
Uſe of Set- Forms: For 1 have already undeniably prov'd, 
that when Men are left at Liberty to pray altogether in 
the free or Extempore Way, the publick Prayers muſt of 


courſe be ordinarily or frequently defective. And beſides, 


When Men are ſo left at Liberty, they may #equently o- 
mit thoſe very Caſes that the Diſſenters ſuppoſe cannot be 
comprehended in Set- Forms. For no Doubt the fame 
Corruptions of humane Nature that may make them lia- 
ble ro Omiſſions in general, may alſo make them liable 
to omit ſuch Caſes. Allowing therefore that Ser-Forms 
will be defective in ſome Things, Yet tis evident on the 
other Hand that Extempore Prayers muſt alſo be ordina- 
rily or frequently defective in ſome Things, and if fo, 
what Advantage can the Extempore Way have My 

fo 
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Ser-Forms in this Reſpe&? Certainly none at all, unleſs 

the Diſſenters could prove, that the Dete&s which they 

ſuppoſe mult of Neceſſity be in Set- Forms muſt be more, 
or of greater Conſequence, than thoſe Defects which muſt 
neceſſarily be in Extempore Prayers. But this they will 
neyer be able to do. | 

3. All that the Diſſenters can rationally infer from the 

Poſition contain'd in the Objefton, upon a Suppoſition 
it were true is this, viz. That over and beſides the Con- 
ant Uſe of a Set- Form or Liturgy , there ſhou'd be a Li- 
berty allow d to every Miniſter to make uſe of free Prayer in 
the publick Worſhip, in Order to inſiſt upon thoſe Caſes that 
they do ſuppoſe cannot be provided for by Set- Forms. And 
without doubt it muſt be granted on all Hands, that in 
Caſes of Neceſſity where Men cannot act according to any 
fettled or preſcrib'd Rule, they muſt be left at Liberty to 
act without one, or to ac according to their own Diſcre- 
tion. And for my Part, I don't ſee that free Prayer is al- 
together prohibited in the public Worſhip of our Church: 
For what Law is there in Force, to prohibit a Miniſter” 
from offering unto Gop a free Prayer, or a Prayer of 

his own private Compoſure in his Sermon? And is it not 

a common Practice in England for Miniſters to make free 
Prayers in the Pulpit before: their Sermons? And do not 
ſeveral Miniſters in this Kingdom take alſo the ſame Li- 
berty ? 

, And now upon the whole, all Things duly confider'd, 
I hope tis plain to the Reader, that the Second Rule laid 
down in the Introduction, vis. That the Publick Prayers, 
as to the Matter of them, ought to be ſompleat, can be bet- 
ter obfery'd by us by the Uſe of a m, than it can 

3 be 
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be by * Uſe of free or Extempore-Prayer. And ] hou'd 
think that at leaſtrhe Diſſenters will allow chat theaforeſaid 
Rule cat be better obſetv d by the Uſe of a Set- Form and 
of free Prayer added io it. than it can be hy the Uſe of free 
Prayer alone; Which is all that is neceſſary to be conten- 
ded for in the preſent Controverſy : For ſuppoſing, that the 
Laws or Rules that Gop has given us concerning publick 
Prayer, could not be ſo well obſery'd by the Uſe of a Set- 
Form alone, as they might be by the Uſe of a Set- Form 
and of free Prayer added to it, Vet if they can be better 
obſerv'd by the Uſe of a Set- Form and of free Prayer added 
to it, hos they can be by the uſe of free Prayer alone, 
in ſuch a Caſe a Set- Form muſt be allow'd to be ARIA 
in the publitk Worſhip. 

I ſhall conclude this Section with the following Re- 
mark, viz, That 'tis vain to contend about the Manner 
of doing a Thing, whilſt the Subſtance of it is ug lected 
and left undone. This is as if the Maſter of a F Family . 
ſhould ſpend all his Time in contriving how, and — 
what Faſhion, to prepare Diſhes of Meat, and in the mean 
Time neglect to get uſeful Food for his Family. The 
Diſſenters have made a great Noiſe about the Manner of 
Performing publick Prayer, And would have it to be 
done after a Way of their own; And in the mean Time 
they ſeem to neglect to take Care of the Subſtance o it; 
And have left it to be done or undone according to the 
Humour and Diſcretion of every private Teacher. And 
herein they act contrary tothat common Principle of theirs, 
viz. In Neceſſariu Unitas, in non neceſſarius Libertas, that 
is, There ought to be Unity in Things neceſſary, But Men 


ought to be left to their my about Things indifferent. F ” 
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I ſuppoſe they don'r-reckon the Subftance or Matter of 
Prayer among indifferent Things ; And yet they leave their 
Miniſters to their arbitrary Choice about it: For tho? the 
Directary aftords ſome Draught of the Matter of publick 
Prayer, Let I don't find that their Miniſters do lye under 
any Obligation to make Uſe of it in their — Wor- 
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Concerning the Third Rule laid doun in the JatroduBtice, 
vin. Th hat the publick TR ought to be decently and 


filly expreſi'd.. + 


N order to the publick Prayers 8 Sik 
Ky = and ficly expreſs d, it is requiſite; 

1. That the Expreſſion thavis uſed in them 
U be grave, or ſuch as 41}, (ni: and conſift\ with the 
ſalemnity of the pullic Ian up. This plainly follows 
from theſe general Rules, Let 65 things bo done unto Edi- 
Hing, Let all things be done decently aud in order. 

2. Tis requiſite chat they, ſhould be expreſs d with a 
ne Brevity.. For we find that the Wiſe Man Adviſes 
us, That the Words in our Prayars ſbon 'd be few(a). And 
our Saviour has wara'd, us vain Repetitions and 
much Speaking in out Prayers. And in order to our avoi- 
ding of chat F ault, he has recommended to our Uſe an 


(a) Feel 5. 2, 
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Excellent Form wherein Things are 'expreſs'd with the 
feweſt Words. (b) 

3. 'Tis requiſite that the Expreſſion uſed in them ſhou'd 
be plain and perſpicuous; that is, we ſhou'd uſe ſuch Words 
in our Prayers, as will be /ignificant of the Things inten- 
ded by them, And will expres theſe Things intelligibly 
to others. For if the publick Prayers were not plain 
and intelligibly expreſs'd, They would in Effeft be the 
fame with Worſhip in an unknown Tongue; which I 
think is condemn'd by all Proteſtants whatſoe ver. 


That Decency of Expreſſion in general can be better at- 
tain'd in the publick Prayers by the Uſe of a Set-Form, 
than it can be by the Uſe of | ee or Extempore Prayer, 
might be prov'd at large by Arguments inſiſted on in the 
Fir Fection, to which I refer the Reader. By 
But to be more particular, 8 

1. *Tis plain that Set. Forms have the Advantage o 
Exiempore Prayers in Reſpect of the Gravity of the Ex- 
preſſion; or the Suitableneſs of it te the Solemnity of the 
publick Worſhip. For the Forms that are to be uſed in 
all Congregations may be drawn up, with the greateſt Care 
and Deliberation, by Perfons that are in all Reſpects the 
mo i fit to expreſs the publick Prayers in a grave and de- 
cent Manner. But Extempore Prayers muſt be made by 


ever) private Teacher; And the Generality of Teachers 


cannot be ſuppoſed to be very proper Judges of that Man. 
ner of tile or Expreſſion that will beſt ſuit with the Na 
ture and Solemnity of publick Worſhip. 2, 1Q 3 
8 es Ha "ER" ; —.— —B — n= = Fw 


And 
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And beſides, Extempore Prayers (according to the 
Name) are geaerally or for the moſt Part wwpremedi- 
tated or off- Hand in Reſpect of the Expreſſion of them. 
Now 'cis manifeſt, that Men cannot generally ſpeaking 
expreſs Things with that Decency and ExaCtneſls when 
they (peak off- Hand, as they can do when they carefully 
ſtudy and coutrive what they ate co ſay. For it they 
could expreſs themſelyes as well in the one Caſe as iu the 
other, there would be no Neceſlity for a Man when he 
publiſhes a Book, to take any greater Care about the Ex- 
preſſion of it, than he would do it he was to expreſs the 
Subftance of it off- Hand. But ] belieye it will be allow'd 
on all Hands, that in the fiiting of Dycourſes for the pub. 
lick Uſe there muſt be abundantly more Care taken about 
the Expreſſion of them than all this comes to. 

2. I is plain that Set- Forms have alſo the Advantage in 
Reſpect of the Brevity of the Expreſſion. For tis mani- 
feſt that there may be a Set- Form drawn up, wherein 
Things are exprels'd with all the Brevity that can be de- 
fired. Bur choſe chat pray in the Extempore Way have 
generally ſpeaking @ long and enlarged Way of expreſſing 
themſelves, And do frequently make Uſe of many needleſs 
Expreſſions to the (ame Furpoſe. And this'might be made 
maniteit by an Experiment in Fad, that is, By taking 
ſuch Mens Prayers in Writing as they are utter'd in pub- 
= — — my _ was done, it would be but too manifeſt to 
the World, that generally ſpeaking; they are very faulty in 
this Reſpect. R Fr a ICY : 

This is likewiſe plain from the Reaſon of the Thing. 
For Men in their Extempore Prayers muſt frequently be at 
a Loſs which Head to _—_ to next, And their Memo- 
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Excellent Form wherein Things are W vich the 
feweſt Words. (b) 

3. Tis requiſite that the Expreſſion uſed in — ſhou'd 
be plain and penſpicuous; that is, we ſhou'd uſe ſuch Words 
in our Prayers, as will be //gnificant of the Things inten- 
ded by them, And will expres theſe Things intelligibly 
to others. For if the publick Prayers were not plainly 
and intelligibly expreſs'd, They would in Effeft be the 
fame with Worfhip in an antun Tongue; which I 
think is condemn'd OF all Froieftants whatſoeyer. 


That Daus of Expreſſion i in general can be better at- 
tain'd in the publick Prayers by the Uſe of a Set-Form,. 
than it can be by tlie Uſe of | ee or Extempore Prayer, 
might be prov'd at large by Arguments inſiſfed on in the 
F ir? Sefton, to which I refer the Reader. bs 
425 But to be more patticularr. 

1. *'Tis plain that Set. Forms have the Advantage 
Exiempore Prayers in Reſpect of the Gravity of the. 
preſſion; or the Suitableneſs of it te the Solemnity of the 
publick Worſhip. © For the F. o1nis'that ate to be ufed' in 
all Congregations may be drawn up, with the greateſt Care 
and Deliberation, by Perfons that are in all Reſpects the 
mort ft to expreſs he public Prayers in a grave 4nd de- 
cent Manner. But2Extenjpore Prayers muſt be made by - 
every private Teacher; And the Generaluy of Teachers 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be very proper Judges of that Mau- 
zer of iStile vr Expreſſion that will beſt ſuſt with the N 
ture ind Solemtify of publick Worſkip. | 1% nid 
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And beſides, Extempore Prayers (according to the 
Name) are geaeraliy or for the moſt Part unpremedi- 
tated or off- Hand in Reſpect, of the Expreſſion ot them. 
Now tis manifeſt, that Men cannot generally Peabing 
expreſs Things with that Decency and Exactaeſs when 
they peak Hand, as they can do when they carefully 
fludy and cautrive what they ate to ſay. For it they 
could expreſs themſelyes as well in the on? Caſe as in the 
other, there would be no Neceſſity for a Man when he 
publiſhes a Boot, to cake any greater Care about the Ex- 
preſſion of it, than he would do it he was to expreſs the 
Subftance of it off- Hand. But I belieye it will be allow'd _ 
on all Hands, that in the fitting of Dycourſes for the pub. ( 
lick Uſe there muſt be abundantiy more Cate taken about 
the Expreſſion of them than all this comes to. F 
---2.-'T4s plain that 'Set-Forms have alſo the Advantage in 
Reſpect of the Brevity of the {Exprefſion. For tis magi- 
feſt that there may be a Set · Form drawn up, wherein 
Things are expreſo d with all the Bmvity that can be de- 
ſired. Bur choſe that pray in the Extempore Way have 
generally ſpeaking. a long and enlarged Hay of expreſſing 
themſelves, And da frequently make Ut; of mam needleſs 
Expreſſions lo the ſume Hus pate. And che might. be made 
manifeit by an Experiment in Fact, that is, By taking 
ſuch Mens Prayers in Writing as they are utter d in puh 
lick : For if that was done, it would be but too manifeſt to 
the Wotld, that generally ſpeaking bey are yery faulty in 
this Reſpect, 4900! 10 1 ener 2 i: lo win nd bas 
Tuis is likewiſe plain from the Reaſon of the Thing, 
For Men in their Extampore Prayers muſt frequently be at 


a Loſs which Head to proceed to next, And their Menno - 
ves Iten N ern 


at 
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ries and Inventions may often fail them, ſo as they cannot 
think upon any other Head or particular of Prayer, but 
that which they are for the preſent” upon; And in ſuch 
Caſes they will be very ready to expreſs Things — 
needlefs Variety and Number of Words. 
Beſides, Thole that pray in the Extempore. Way ate o- 


blig'd to ſeek after a conſtant Novelty in their Prayers, in 
Order to recommend them to the Humour of their Peo- 


ple. And this will in a great Meaſure neceſſitate them to 
enlarge very much upon every particular, and to make uſe of 
many Circumlocutions, and many different Expreſſions to 
the ſame Purpoſe. For- if they ſhou d expreſs Things with 
Brevity, their Materials for Prayer would ſoon fall ' ſhort 
or be exhauſted; and conſequentiy they muſt then have 
ordinarily or very frequently all the ſame Things over and 
over in theit Prayers. And by that Means che Credit that 
Extempore Prayer gains with People by Reaſon of the 
Nvvelty of it would entirely fink and dwindle into nothin 
We may further rake Notice, that Men may frequentſy 
lye under Apprehenſions that thoſe Materials of Prayer that 
they may have provided will not Hold out, ot be ſufficient 
for mdr Time that is uſually ſpent in their Congregations 
at Prayer. And'in ſuch Caſes they will be ready to enlarge 
much on ſuch things as are at Hand, And to Maire U ſe 
olf various Ways of expreſſing them. 
- 2. *Tis likewiſe evident, that Set- Forms * the Ad. 
vantage ot Extempore Prayets in reſpect of the Plainneſs 
and Perſpicuity of the Expreſſion. For indeed it cannot or- 
dinarily be expected, that Diſcourſes or Speeches about any 
teligious Matter, ſhould be ſo plain and intelligible when 
they are expteſs d off. Hand, as they might be if they were 
carefully fudied and committed to writing. And 


* 
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And beſides, there ate many Men, and ſome of them 
too of good Senſe and Learning, that have naturally an in- 
tricate and obſcure way of expreſſing themſelves. And this 
Imperfe&ion of Speech will take place in their Prayers, as 
well as in their Sermons, or Mritings, ot their ordinary way 

But one of the greateſt Advantages that Set- Forms have 
in Reſpe& of the Matter in Hand ſeems to be this, vis. 
That People may be throughly acquainted with them be- 
fore they are to join in them in the publick / Worſhip. 
They may themſelves carefully peruſe them in Order to 
find out their true Meaning aud Senſe; And when they 
meet with ſuch Things in them as they do not clearly ap- 
prehend, they may conſult their Miniſters, or other judicious 
Perſons about them, And by that means come at the true 
Underſtanding of them. But no ſuch Advantages can be 
had about Extempore Prayers; fince People cannot be ac- 
quainted with them before they are to join in them in the 
publick Worſniß. 11 2 01090; 
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Szcrx NC. 
Concerning the Fourth Rule laid down in the Inttoducti- 


on, viz. That publick Prayer ought to be perform'd in 
right Method and Order. | fas >. 


\ / 'Ethod and Order do always ſuppoſe a variety and 
number of Parts; And will in general conſiſt, in 


the due Diſpoſition and Modelling of theſe Parts. But more 
particwarly 


©” The Difinition of the Parts is of the gieatalt Neceſſity 
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particularly, that the Method and Order of any Thing 


be good, the following Conditions are requiſite, viz. -- 


I. That there be a due and meet diſlinction of the Parts: 
eſpecially of the Principal and moreremarkable Parts. This, 


in Reſpet of thoſe Kindsof Order that may be obſery'd 
by the Eye or Ear, may be term'd the Poſition or Rang ing 


of the Parts ia a due Diſtance from one another as to Time 
or Place. | 


in good Order; For without it there could be no Order 
but Confuſion. And thus for I»fance, If the remarkable 
Parts of a Maus Body, I mean the Head, the Eyes, the Noſe, 
and Hands, &c, were not ſitly diſtinguiſh'd; but confoun- 
ded and jumbled together, there would be no ae 
or Method in tbem. 
2. That every Part be in bis praper Place 2 Time. For 
what Order could there be in a Man's Bady if. every Part 
thereof were not in its proper Place? Or what Order 
could there be in a Sermon, it thoſe things which--ought 
to be ſaid fr f 1 in it are ſaid laft, Or thoſe things rt 
ought to come in at the middle are ſaid at the B „or 


the latter End? 


3. That the Parts bear a juft Proportion to one another , 
and to the whole: 1 mean that every Par? be ſo muchleſ- 


— than the whole as is meet and fir for it to be; And that 


Part be greater or leſſer than anather, * 
right Method and Order will require. And thus there 
would be no juſt Order in a Mans Body, if the Partsthere- 


of did not bear a juſt Proportion to one ifocher, and to 


the whole. 
There may be ſaid to be two other Condinians of right 


Method and Order, viz. That there ought to be a due Har- 


mony 


* 


„ 
< 
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mony and Union among 


of theſe in R eſprt to publick Prayer, does fall in ynger 
other Paris of this Diſcourſe : And therefore I half no not 
here take any Notice of them. 

That the Rules of gaod Method and Order cin be bet 
| ter obſery'd in the eablick Prayers by the Ufe of aSet- 


Form, . than they can ordinarily be by the Uſe 1 12 ee 


or Extempore Way, might be proy'd at latę 
ments inuſteg on inthe Nr fi Section, to whit] I 925 1 
Reader. Rut to he more particular, 

I. Tis plain that Set- Forms have Much this Ape 
in Reſpect of the ger 7 5 ought te to be obſetyd In 
the Parts af Prayer. 

In Order to make tis and ; T mall at 
make ſome brief Comp of che publick 
our Church and the Hupe, Projers of | the D; enters 
in this Reſpect. 

And thus for Inſtance, In the publick Prayers. of out 
Church there ate cori/igorable Stops and Panſes made when 
the Miniſter ptocceds from one Part of Prayer to another. 
And by Onan of this the People will be the bettet able 
diſtini#ly to agprebaud every Fut; And will like wie have 
ſufſiqtent Lime and Opportunity to give their diſt 
ſent to it. Butithe Diſſntens in their Extempore *1 
do not generally ſpeaking make any ſuch conſiderablę 
Stops and Pauſes, when they proceed frqm, one Part of 
Prayer to ansther. Forundeed if they ſhould' copumonly 


Ant only 


do ſo their beast would be teady to think chat they 
were generally at a. Lo, Or · chat they had but very Andie 


rent (Degrees of the Ct = Prayer, Further, | 
n 


5 tbe Paris, And that 'no neteſſary | 
or or ofeful Part ſhould be wanting ; But the Conſideration 


orſoip 'F 
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In the publick Worſhip of our Church eyery Part of 
Prayer has a diſtnct Preface and Concluſion for it elf; 
which mult alſo be allowed to be of conſiderable Uſe in 


, | Order to diſtinguiſh the Parts. But notwithſtanding the 


great Lengt hot | x! mpore Prayers, And that they are ge- 
nerally made up of Confeſſions, Petitions, Deprecations, 
Interceſſions, Thankſgivings, and Praiſes of Varicus Kinds, 
Yet ordinarily there is but one Preface and one Concluſion 
to the: whole..; in en ee ee eee 

Further, In the publick Prayers of our Church the Peo- 
ple are to bear 4 Fart with their Voices in ſeveral Parts 
of the Service, And are beſides deliberately to ſay their 
Amen to every Prayer in it. And this, as it will ſerve to 
diitinguiſh the ſeveral Parts, ſo it will. be a great Help to 
the People, in order to their joining in every Part, and 
making it their own, But in Extempore Prayers the Peo- 
ple do not bear a Part. with their Voices, And they do not 
ordinarily diſtinctly ſay their Amen till the latter End of 
F Gr OT AN POOR TOES.” 
Io give only one Inſtance: more, In the publick Wor- 
ſhip of our Church the Miniſter and People do frequent 
ly change their Geſture when they proceed from one Part 
of Prayer to another. And this alſo will be a good Mark 
of Diſtinction in the Paris, And will beſides be very uſeful 
in Order to fit and prepare. the Congregation to join in 
them: For the Change of Poſture will be a great Means to- 
refreſh People, And they will thereby be the better able to 
go through all the Parts of the Service with Life and Vi- 
gour. But notwithſlanding the gteat Yariety of Parts that- 
do generally occur in Extempore Prayers, Vet neither the 
Miniſter nor the People do ordinarily change their Poſture 
when they proceed from one Part to another. 2. Tis 


* 
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2. Tis plain likewiſe that Set-Forms have the Advan- 
tage in Reſpect of the bringing in the ſeveral Parts in their 
proper Place and Time. For this may be done with the 
greateſt Exactneſs in Set- Forms. But in Extempore Pray- 
ers, Mens Memories may often fail them; And by Rea- 
ſon of that, when they are upon one Head that vhich they 
fnould bring in next may not occur to their Minds, And 
in the mean Time they may put ſome other into its Place. 
The Affectation of Novelty will likewiſe Occaſion' the 
Miſplacing of Things at a ſirange rate. For when Men 
make their Prayers continually new, they will be always 
changing and altering of their Method. And indeed, the 
jumbling and tranſpoſing of the ſeveral Parts of Prayer, 
ſeems to be none of the leaſt of thoſe Artifices, that ſome 
Men make Uſe of in Order to make their Prayers appear 
continually new. Now tight Method and Order muſt be 
ſomething in the Truth and Setled Nature ot the thing, 
And not ſubject to contioual, Turn and Change. And con. 

ſequently if the Parts of Prayer be continually tranſpos d or 
alter'd as to their Place, they cannot be always ſuppos d to 
be put into the be Method and Order; Nay in ſuch a 
Caſe they cannot but #equently be placed very diſorderly. 

3: Set-Forms have likewiſe the Advantage of Extempo- 
re Prayers in Reſpect of the Proportion that the ſeveral 
Parts of Prayer ought to bear to one another, and to the 
whole. For tis evident that there may be a Set- Form drawn + 
up wherein this Condition of good Method and Order is 
obſery'd with the greate t Exactnefs. But when Men are 
leſt at Liberty to pray altogether in the #ee Way, ſome 
of them will enlarge more, and others le, upon this or tflat 
particular Part of Prayer according to their different Hu- 
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mours and Sentiments of Things. Now if there be but 
one beſt way of obſerving a due Proportion in the Parts of 
Prayer; then we may juſtly ſuppoſe, that when there is ſo 
| greata Variety the Parts cannot always bear the firteff 
| Proportion to ome another: Nay in ſuch a Caſe, it may of 
courſe be expected that the publick Prayers will frequent- 
ly be very diſorderly in this Reſpect. | 
Beſides, As has been before taken Notice of, Needleſs 
Enlargements are generally ſpeaking unayoidable in Ex- 
tempore Prayers; And that of it felf will occaſion a great 
Diſproportion in the Parts. And we may further remark, 
that, as has been already hinted in the Second Jection, 
When Men are allow'd to pray altogether in the Extem- 
' pore Way, they will be very prone to mingle too much of 
their own prevate Condition with the publick Prayers. And 
by Reaſon of that, thoſe Parts of Prayer that have the 
neareſt Relation to their particular Caſes, may ſwell to too 
great ta Bulk, and be very unproportionate to the reſt of 
the Parts of Prayer. 12781 f. ( 


i. im 


- = 
— — — — — * * — "_— — —_— — — 
* 
— 


| 8 * C T. V. 


Concerning the Bifch. Rule laid Hot n in the Introduckion. 
. viz. That public Frayer in u Chrifttan Congregatin ung hi 
to be directed to the vbleſſed Trinity in Unity. | 


E fv ought in the publick Warthip, to offer up 

dur Prayers to all the Perſons in the God- head oge- 
ther, will be acknowledg'd by all:that helie vethe Dactrine 
of che Bleſſed Trinity. | g 


4 x. = 


* i "of 


Seft., 


But tis alſ plain fram WA 52 that we qught 
diſtinly to 2 every Perſo the Bleſſed Trimty by 
himſelf : That is, for Example, we ought to invocaſe him 
by Name, and direct out Speech to him, And make me 
tion of thoſe Attributes that peculiarly belon to him. And 

thus we may be ſaid diſtinctiy to pray to Chriſi if we ſhould 
adtels him Thus, O God the Son, Redeemer of the World, 
have mercy upon us miſerable Sinners; O bleſſed Jeſu, the 
only begotten Jon of God, hear our Prayers, O Lamb of 


CG od, that takeft away the Sins of the World, deliver us, &c. - 


That God the Faiber, the Fr it Perſon of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, is diſtinctiy to be worſhip? d, will beacknowledg' d 
on all Hande. 

That our 225 Jeſus ChriF is diſtinctly to be worſhip'd 
aver, lain: For he is God infinite and Eternal ; and con- 

bencly ought to have diſtinft Adoration paid to him, 
And beſides, - are plainly commanded in holy Scripture 
diſtin&ly to worſhip him. For go leſs than ſuch a diſtigct 


ade can be imply d in that, Command, Lest 


hin all ye Gade, Pl. 97.7 Which the : Author of che E 4 


pi/tle to the Hebrews — to, Heb. 1. 6. And we are 
58815 to honogr tbe Jon as 8 honour the Father (a). 


w the Father is diſtinctiy tobe honoured aud worſnhiped, 


40 e dw 1% hum of Thing in 
(b)-177Now bowing of the Mues to him cn no. le 
than that we, fhould , diſt Qin8tly.. „ 


De ee 2 Cb. 


Mient were 
c 5, 22. (d) Phil. 2. 9, 10. n 
(e) 48.13. 14, and 22. 16: I Cor. 1. 2. 
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therefore ſo muſt the SOM Eutry Knonumncommon: 
Heaven and Things in. 


Chrifi ware ft ſtiled. in, Sci 1 nude ann 
of 2 That of uch 20 ily prayed to him and 
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Riled by the Heathens the BPor ſolpptrs f coir, For we 
find 9 Pliny, when giving a Deſcription of them tothe 
Roman Emperor, does declare concerning them, that they 
Sung Hymns to Chri ft as God. 

We fad alſo that Stephen t the fr ft Martyr does offer up 
his laſt Prayer diſtin! 1675 Chtiſt, ſaying, Lord Je. 
ſus receive my Spirit (a). d we find likewiſe in the 

Revelations, the four Beats the Elders and the Angels 
diſtincly praiſing the Lord Jeſus. And they ſung a new 
Song, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the Book, qnd. Io o- 
pen the Seals thereof, For thou waſt Hain, and haft re- 
deem'd us unto God by thy Blood out of every Kindred and 

Tongue and People 64 Nation. And haft made us unto 
God Kings an Priefts, and we ſoall reign, on the | Earth.. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was ſtain, to Teig vt Pewg rand. 
Honour: and Glory and BleJing (b). 

T hat the Holy Ghoft is diſunci ij to be worſhi 9d i is alſo 

lain. For we are expreſly to bleſs in the Pane of the Ho- 
z Gb H (e). "Now when woe bleſe in hie Namo, it ig 
plainly imply'd;. that we pray to. him. For when a Man 
fays 10 his Child, Cad bleſs you, It is in Effeck a Prayer 
to Gop to bleſs his Child. And in like Manner, "when: 
the Miniſter fays, 7he:Fellow ſnip of the Holy Ghoſt be with | 
an nil euenmore, he dves in Ege pe ay to the HolyG] 
that he ſuld be. a ſent With his Peop 3 
Furthermore, the 5 ipal Reaſon why diſtine 'Wor,/ 
ſhip. and Adoration' is pakitsJefus Chriſt is, becauſe 5 
d ed ide angetegt Now che Holy Ghoſt, is 
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alſo — Cod Besen eternal, And conſec quently he 
ought _— to be vorſhip'd as well as Jelus Chriſt, 


| That this! 2 f he Bleſſed Trinity can 
be the 1448 ehe moſt aa and kompleatiy done by 
the Uſs of a Set. Fotm, might be prov'd at large by Ar- 
guments inſiſted on in che ff, ſecond” ahd Jour” Net 
ens; to which I refer the Reader. de ends 
I ſhall here only; for the Uloirariot'of\ths gate 
make ſome brit Compariſon of the publiek * 5 of 
out CHüreh and the Bee Pray ere f the Diener 

in this Reſpect. J 1 Sis ua 


Now as to the Worſhip of bol Suez tis plain * 40 
gehe fe 


| Ms Fords that are Wade' uſe df in H ve 

clear as well as . an — wal in this 

that I'may give ſome? I ADH 7 Half nl 

How diſlinct and dle uw the following bubu 
that we offer to the Bleſſed Triniche Lofai hv "Mercy 
.: Chriſt baue Mercy uf us; Lor Dave" 


pom O Eda ile urber even Bas MUry agent tot 
miſerable Star's," O God m Sb Raume N Ye Vr d 


have Merey upon us mn e Sins; O-Gol thy- N 
proceeding 1 the F a c Vun Hab Merch uy 

us ner pole ddt G h HJ and en th 
thre> Perſene and cut Be wrt 

Siuner , "OL 86 b rh habe ae 

the World dere tec , O Lamb e Gon 
tabe /e away 'the:Stns "of NN ld eur eur PY ay 


CH bear. OS of David beve Mercy u 
Aud = diſtinct and full are thoſe Praiſes TX 055 


* the Bleſſed Trinity? As for Inſtance, in our Rehear- 
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Sect. V 
ling the Apoſtles, Creed, we mention ita the Honour pf 
Chriſt, Hit being our Lord, aud the only begotten; Son of 
Gop, His being conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of 
ſalian, and his caming to j udge the RO H e 


Ia, Rehearling the, cone Creed em we more, particularly 


gotten of his Father before all L/Vorlds, that he is Gon of 
Gop, Light of Light,. very Gop af very.Govs, than he is 
of on Subſtancewwith dhe Fathers that him, all things2gere 
made, And. to the. Honour of tha Holy Ghoſt we mention, 
| That ht is the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth 
O Sow together U. wor ſpipped; and glorified, 20ho fake by; the 
Brpphetsz Arr. ei ai U bag wald od es law 26 mt. 
In Rehearſing the Atbanaſian Creed we do ina moſt for 
lema and diſtinQ, manner ſer. forth the Praiſes of the Holy 
Trinity. I {all:Ioftance.in; ſome. Paſſages of it; And the 
Catholic Raid it this, that c. wor ſhip aue Gon in Trinity 
5 nd Trinity in Und). VArher confountting ve Herſans nar 
diuiuing the Subeencs,s\ d here un ve Perſon: of the Ha. 
th enatber of the Sou, -antt-'another-of- the Holy Ghort; 
r bot ict wits ihe, Wat cghajs the Majehts gester 
e Fare (ORE Abe, S uuncrecfe, wund the 
Hoh, Ghoſt uacreares\., The Ver ben Vn champ e benſihla, - the 
u incomprehenſibler ana the Help Ghott incomprehenſible. 
be-fatber Eternal, the you Rterngl, nd. the Holy Ghoſt 
Hirn Abe. Father, Goh den dad and; ihe M 
9 . 042-918 Un) bone W. word bat 
ede 110 ni S ae; bed adBelides 
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mention to the Hongur of Jelus Obeiſt, That he was be. 
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Beſides in our Liturgy we diſtinctiy offer up Praiſes to 
the holy Trinity in the frequent Uſe of that Doxologze, 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and lo the Hol) Ghoſt; 
As it was in the Beginning is now and ever ſhall be world 
without End, Amen. And ia the Concluſi ons of many of 
the Collects and Prayers. And alſo in ſeveral of our Hymns 
of Praiſe; As to Inſtance in the Te Deum; The Holy Church 
throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee, the Father 
of an infinite Majeſty ; Thine honourable true and only Son, 
Alſo the Holy Gho the Comforter. Thou art the King 
of Glory O Chriſt. T hou art the everlaſting Son of the K. 

ther. &c, 

1 come next to conſider the Extempore Prayers of the 
Diſſenters in Reſpe& of the Matter in Hand. 

And here I muſt temark, that in the Directary there is 
not the leaſt Notice taken of this diſinct Mor ſhip of the 
three Perſons in the God - head. In all that Droughe of - 
Prayer that the Aſſembly lays. down id it, there is not to 
be met with ſo much as one diſtinct Aci of Adoration or 
Wor ſvig to Chriſt, or the Holy Ghoſt. A ſtrange Omiſſion 
in Men that pretended ſo much to bring the-Chriſtian 
Worſhip to the gear Height of Purity and ren 

ut as to che Practice oft the Diſſeters, 1 

As far as ever I could find, they do generally in their 
Prayers neglect to offer up diſtinci \Invorations to Chriſt, 
and the Holy Gheſt. Nay many of them have cavill'd at 
the diſtin& Inyocations to the Trinity that are in our Litur. 


2 Van vain a ora ne 1 the * of Gon 
Q Their 
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Their Praiſes to the Bleſſed Trinity are generally very 
defeftive and indiſtinff. They do not generally offer up 
any diſtinct Hymns of Praiſe to Jeſus Chriſt, And herein 
they come far ſhort of the Primitive Chriſtians, whom 
they pretend ſo much to imitate in their Way of Wor- 

| ſhip; For as has been already hinted, they were noted by 
the Heathens in their ordinary Worſhip to ſing Hymns of 
Praiſe unto Jeſus Chriſt. ht v 

They do not generally in their Praiſes diſtinctipy addreſs 
themſelves to Jefus Chriſt, or peak to him; And they com- 
monly negle& diſtinctly to ſet forth bis Actions and Per- 
fections. And the like may be obſery'd concerning the 
Holy Ghoſt. | | 
All the diſtin YYor ſkip that they ſeem to have of the 
Bleſſed Trinity does conſiſt in a Doxology that they com- 
monly uſe at the Concluſion of their Prayers, which is ge- 
nerally expreſs d by them in theſe or the like Words, Theſe 
and all other neceſſary Mercies, we beg in the Name and 
Mediation of Feſus Chriſt, to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory world without End. 
But what is this in Compariſon with that diſtin Worſhip 
and Adoration we pay to the Bleſſed Trinity in the publick 
Worſhip of our Church? A Perſon that does not believe 
the Supreme Deity of Chriſt, or the Holy Ghoſt, and con- 
ſequently will not pay ajuſt Tribute of Praiſe to either of 
them, may aſſent to ſuch a Doxology as this. For why 
may not an Arianaſcribe all Honour and Glory to the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt? May he not join three 
Perſons together, One whereof he may think to be the 
Supreme God, and the other two his Vice. gerents, And to 
theſe three aſcribe all Honour and Glory? Or why mayn't 


he uſe ſuch a Doxology, as well as that Form in Baptiſm, 
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I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt; Or that Bleſſing, The Grace of our Lord Je- . 
ſus Chrift, and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt be with you all evermore? OTA 

But this Doxology it ſelf is often omitted by ſome Diſ- 
ſenters: For ſome of them do frequently conclude their 
Prayers with a Doxelogy to God in general. And ſuch of 
them as doconclude with the Lord's-Prayer, have no Doxo- 
togy to the Trinity, any more than our Miniſters have in 
the Prayers that they make in the Pulpit before their Ser. 
I muſt alſo add, that this Doxology as it is uſed in their 


Worſhip, can be to little or no Purpoſe towards the Edi- 


fication of the People. For it being the Concluſion of © 
their Prayers, the People may generally be conceived to 
be wearied, and far paſt the Height of their Devotion, 
when the Miniſter does repeat it. And indeed any one that 
is preſent at their Aſſemblies may obſerve, that when the 
Miniſter does come to it, the Congregation does generally 
appear to withdraw their Attention, inſtead of being in- 
tent upon their Devotion. 


— 


SEC T. VI. 


Concerning the Sixth Rule laid down in the Introduction, 
viz. That publick Prayer ought to be preſented unto Gad 
through Chriſt: the Mediatour. 


F we are to put up our Prayers to Gop in the 
1. Name of Chriſt, And to plead for Acceptance up- 
WE on 


an * 
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on Account of bis Merits and Mediation, is as certain as a- 
ny thing in the Chriſtian Religion. er 
This will be the moſt fully and compleatly done, By 
pleading diſtinctlj upon Account of the ſeveral remas ka- 
| _ ble Kinds and Inſtances of his meritorious Actions and 
Works; ſuch as his Incar nation, his Nativity and Circum- 
ciſſon, his Baptiſm, Faſting and Temptation, his Croſs and 
| Paſſion, his Neſurrection and Aſtenſon =... 
That thy can be the bet and the moſt compleatly and 
. orderly done by the Uſe of a Set. Form, might be prov'd 
by Arguments inſiſted on in the fir, ſecond and fourth 
| Sections, to which J refer the Reader. | 
| I ſhall Here only for the Illuſtration of the Argument, 
| make ſome brief Compariſon of the publick Y/Yorſhip of 
14 our Church, and that of the Diſſenterss 
Nov in that Form uſed in our Church, we inſiſt on the 
FG _Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chrift in General, almoſt 
. in every Collect and Prayer. In the ſame Form we do 
likewiſe pray for Acceptance with Go p upon Account of 
the ſeveral remarkable Kinds and Inſtances of his meritori- 
ous Actions and Deeds: As for Inſtance, in thoſe Prayers in 
[| the Litany, By the Miftery of thy holy Incarnation, by thy holy 
1 Nativity and Circumciſion, by thy Baptiſm, Faſting and 
Temptation; Good Lord deliver us. By thine Agony and 
1 bloody Sweat, by thy Croſs and Paſſion, by thy precious 
1 Death and Burial, by thy glorious Ręſurrection and Aſcen- 
ſion, And by the coming of the Holy Gho#; Good Lord 
deliver us. 43 a 
| But on the other Hand, This pleading with Gon upon 
| Account of the Merits and Mediation of Chriſt, is gene- 
rally ſpeaking, as far as ever I could find, but 7 
1 ively 
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the Diſſenteys. 


I confeſs that at the Concluſion of their Prayers they do 


it in general Terms; And that commonly in theſe or the 
like Words, Theſe and all other Mercies, we humbly beg 


with the Father and the Holy. Ghoſt, &c. But as far as e- 
ver I could know, they do not commonly do 151 in the 
other Parts of their Prayers, that is, when they proceed 
from one Head or Part of them to another. And I don't 
doubt but that a Miniſter might pray with the greateſt Ap- 
probation among them, and yet never diſtinctly touch at 
this till the very Concluſion of his Prayers. Nay I make 


no Queſtion but that it would be look d upon as a conſide- 


rable Fault, if the Miniſter ſhould at the End of every 
tevo or three Petitions, beg for Acceptance in the Name and 
Mediation of Feſus Chriłt, as is frequently done in that 
Form uſed in our Church. For that might not be con- 
ſiſtent with that ſort of Oratory that they may think is re- 
quiſite in the pouring forth of Extempore Prayers: Or it 
might not agree with the Humour of their People; who 
as. they are always deſirous. of new Prayers, fo we may 


ſafely. preſume they would not be pleaſed with-- hearing- 


the ſame Thing over and over in ons and the ſame Prayer. 

Now this when tis done only at the Concluſion of their 
Prayers, can be to little or no purpoſe towards the Edifi- 
cation of the People; For as has been noted in a Parallel 
Caſe before, the People may generally ſpeaking be ſup- 
poſed to be heavy and wearied at the Concluſion of one of 
their Exrempore Prayers; 2 to bo ready rather 1 

araw 


— 
Hively-and ſuperficially done in the Extempore Prayers of 


in the Name and Mediatvon of Jeſus Chrift, To whom - 


_ 
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8B = cheir Attention, and. ſeek after a linls Breathing, 

| than to join in 2g, with a true and hearty Devotion. | 

But further, 

| They do frequently or generally negle&t i in theis Pray- 

| ers, to plead diſtinctiy with Gop for Acceptance upon 
| Account of ſeveral of the remarkable Kings and Inſtances 
of the meritorious Yo be our Bleſſed Savicur. ' As for 

| Inſtance, — 7 Acco 17 of his NL and Nativity, 
his Circumciſion and Baptiſm, his Faſting and Temptation, 

| His Agony and blogdy Feat, his Reher acts, Aleenſ on 

| and Exaltation, &c. 4 | 

The Directory has not epjayn'd them to * this 

Branch of Worſhip in 0% particular a Manner. And in- 

deed 1 think, there is ſcarcel V any of the Particulars now 
mentioned taken 0 otice of! 1 that Draught ot. Prayer that: 
is laid down. i in it for by a | Fe VIS oO 
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3 VII. 


Concerning the Seventh Rule laid down, in the Tnerodiith 8 
on, viz. That publick Prayer ought to be performed aiih. 
a decent and becoming Geffure' and IE 7 10% 


_ ; 


N Order to FEY Congre ations joining in the 
F- publick Prayers with: a decent and becoming Ge: be 
ure and Behaviour of the Body, Tt is requiſite, 
1. That the particular Geſtures that hey do make Uſe” 
af be 2 and 22 le to the religions * that they 
are 
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Man make$uls of this and anuther of 2h Geture and 
Way of Behaviour, choſe. that ate Spectators cant f6 
readily. copęlude chat they are jaintly.employ!d in rung 
1 P rs nta G +, Wc Scl; ni alu d 


expreſty, and particularly preſcrib'd both to the Miaiſter 
and to the Congregation. '. And thoſe. Geſtures that ate 
wy. pre- 
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preſctib d, may be ſuch as are dbcentj and fuibable to he 
Nature of thaſe Paris Bf Prayer lor whiekthey xte 
ted. Aad if ſucha Raule be dul y Obſer v in the Slick 

Warkip, indecent Geſtures will * fuffteiently vide, 
And Unsformity in Gefture will like wiſe de luMciently 
attam d. Now if ſufficient Yrovuiſton were made im the 
Matter, tis very poſſible in the Nature of” — * 
obſerve ſucha Rule. For why maym Hole Cb 1 „ 
(making allowances for Calsof of Neceſſit iy) Ane or ft 
up, or bow at this or. that Part of Pray a the 12 
peſts all to a Man of them kneet in their Chappets\ at theit 
Prayers? And every one knows that ry ate 88 
much fili d and crowded with People; as Diſſent PHB Mee- 
ming Houſes,or Proteſtant Churches. 10017 

But on the other Hand when the particular Gefturosrhit 
are to be uſed in the ſeveral Parts of Prayer, are not ex. 
preſty-preſeribed:an appointed, But every Mart is left at 
Liberty, to uſe — Thi partirular” Gifture in this or 
that Part of Frayer, according as he in his own private 
udg ment and Dyſovetion:halt think fit (which T take to 
be the Caſe with Reſpect to the Diffenters im ttieir way of 
publick Warthip AT I dox't' find that there is any pierts- 
cular Gefture' pre ceferitid, for any Furt of Prayer in their, 
Directury, or indeed in any ot their public Declarations 
that ever I could meet with) I ſay, in ſuch a Cafe, itcan- 
not generally be eupected, that Decency of Gefture ſhould 
be ſufficiently attain'd in the publick | Worthip ; Or nt leaſt 
that it ſhould be /% all artain'd, as it mighr be by the Uſe 
of a Sat» Form and Rule o * Prayer. 1 
This might be prow'd ae large, by y Arguments inſiſted 
on in the Brit — Second" deem Let it later herr 


in 


ect. VII. Of the Geſture to be i r Prayer. $9 


in the general co obſerve, that when Men are this left 
4 Liberty, they may of Courſe be ſuppoſed to tun fic- 
quentiy into Indecencits in Geftzre and Behaviour at cheir 
Prayets, if it de conſider'd, that they ate all more or leſs 
ſubje& to Error and Prejudice, to ſinful Paſſions and Af- 
feitions, to Sloth and Neglizente, and to be rempred by 
the Devil. For no Doubt by. Reaſon of theſe and the like 
Diſadvantages, Men will be prone to err in hu, as well as 
in all other Caſes that ate of à parallel Nature. 
And chus Indecencies in Geſture and Behaviour are very 
frequently to be obſery'd at the publick Worſhip of the 
Diſſenters.' As for Iuſtance, At their Prayers many of 
them do frequently ſit, In which Ithink they cannot be 
excus d from great Irteverence. Others of them do gene- 
rally accuſtom themſelves to Lean and Loll, which js alſo 
unſeemly and unbecoming in the public Worſhip. They 
generally Sif at their Praiſes, whereas fanding ſeems to 
be a more ſuirable Poſture for that Patt of ba, EN 
--- Thete is but little Uniformity in Gefture and Behavi- 
our to be obſery'd at their Prayers. For ſome of them do 
ſtand up, whilſt more do ſluggiſoy Lean, And others do 
Kir. And the ſame Perſons may be obſet wd, ſome times 
to dt, and then to riſe up and fand, and then to Lean, 
and afterwards to Sit down again. "og 
They never that I could hear of ne in their publick 
Aſſemblies : And yer Kneeling is the moſt proper and fui- 
table Geſture for Prayer of any now in Uſe. And Calvin 
eſteemed the Injunction of that Poſture ſo warrantable, 
That he declareth it to be ſuch s humane Conftitution 4s 1s 
grounded upon the Word of God, And to be ſo humane that 
it is alſo divine (a). 


232 


_ — — — —» — WS * 


Calv. Inſit. Lib, 4. Set. 30. 4 5 


, 3. 


* 
— ——— . m a — —— — — —˙— 2? — 5 
. 


—— — U— 


58 Of the Geflire tobe und at Prager: Sea. VIE. 


pteſcrib'd, may be ſuch as are Alcens and 2 to the 


Nature of thale Parts bf Prayet ſor whieh they ate appoin- 
ted. And. if ſuch a Rule be duly Obſer v in the publick 
Worſhip, indecent Geſtures will be fufficiently avoided, 
And Uniformuty in Geſture will like wife be ſufficiently 
att am d. Miter if ſufficient Proviſion were made in che 
Matter, tis very poſſible in the Nature of 99 — to 
obſerve ſucha Rule. Forwhy\mayntawholeCongregation 
(making allowances for Calsof of Neceſlity Herd or and 
up, or be at this or that Part of Prayer? Don't the Pa- 
fiſts all to a Man of them kneet in their Chappets" at their 
Prayers? And every one knows that their Chappels are- as 
much fll'd and crowded with People, 25 Drjſentivig Mee- 
ting Houſes, or Proteſtant Churches. 
But onthe other Hand when the particular Geſturesthat 
are to be uſed in the ſeveral Parts of Prayer, are not ex- 


pre ſiy preſcribed and. appointed, But every Mar is left at 


Liberty, to uſe this or that partitular Geſture in this or 
that _ of e „according as he in his on private 
Diſcretion ſnall think fic (which I take to 


1 
Gs the 8 2 with mel pe& to the Diſſenterꝭ in their way of 


publick Worſhip b don't find that there is any parts- 
cular Geſture peter fob any Part of Prayer in their, 
Directory, or indeed in any of their publick Declarations 
— ever I could meet with) I ſay, in ſuch a Cafe, it can- 
ot generally be eupected, that Decency of Gefture ſhould 


"wy ſuffsciently attain d in the public Wo thi, Or n leaſt 
that it ſhould be ſo welt attain d, as it might be by the Uſe 
of a Cet. Form and Rule o 49 


This might be prov? ge, by Arguments inſiſted 


on in the Eri and Second della Let it . here 


Sea. VII. Of the Geſture to be 1574 at Prayer. $9 


in the general co obſerve, that when Men are 7 left 
at Liberty, they may of Courſe be ſuppoſed to run fic 
quently into Indecencies in Geſture and Behaviour at cheir 
Prayers, if it be confider'd, that they are all more or leſs 
ſubje& co Error and Prejudice, to ſinful Paſſions and Af. 
fections, to Sloth and Negligence, and ro be tempred by 
the Devil. For no Doubt by. Reaſon of theſe and the like 
Diſadvantages, Men will be prone to err in thy, as well as 
in all other Caſes that ate of a parallel Nature. 

And chus Indecencies in Geſture and Behaviour are very 
frequently to be obſery'd at the publick Worſhip of the 
Dyſſenters. As for Inſtance, Ar their Prayers many of 
them do frequently /it, In which I think they cannot be 
excus'd from great Irreyerence. Others of them do gene- 
rally accuſtom themſelves to Lean and Loft, which is alſo 
unſeemly and unbecoming in the publick Worſhip. They 
generally dit at their Praiſes, whereas flanding ſeems to 
be a more ſuirable Poſture for that Patt of Worſhip. 
There is but little Uniformity in Geſture and Behavi. 
our to be obſerv d at their Prayers. For ſome of them do 
ſtand up, whilſt more do fuggiſoly Lean, And others. do 
Kir. And the ſame Perſons may be obſery'd, ſome times 
to dit, and then to riſe up and fand, and then to Lean, 
and afterwards to Sit down again. 

They never that I could hear of nel in their publick 
Aſſemblies : And yet Kneeling is the moſt proper and ſui - 
table Geſture for Prayer of any now in Uſe. And Calvin 
eſteemed the Injunction of that Poſture ſo warrantable, 
That he declareth it to be ſuch 4 humane Conſtitution 
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I ſhall only further add, That it does not ſufficiently. 
2ppear from the outward Carriage and Behaviour. of the 
Diſſenters at their Prayers, that they are all jointly employ'd 
in the ſame Religious Exerciſe. For put the Caſe, that 
a Papi t ſhould accidentally come into one of their. Mee- 
tings when the Miniſter is praying Extempore; And ta- 
kinga View of the Congregation, would ſee ſome Sitting, 
and ſome Leaning, and others Standing; and would ſee 
that the ſame Perſons do ſometimes Sit, and afterwards 
Stand, and then Lean; And would withal obſerye, that 
none of the Congregation does kneel, And that none of 
them does pray with his Voice except the Miniſter: What 
can we imagine that ſuch a Perſon would conclude in that 
Caſe? Certainly he could not from ſuch an Appearance — 

clude, that both the Miniſter and the Congregation were 
jointly employ'd in offering up Prayers unto Go D. Nay 
he could not readily know whether the Miniſter himſelf 
was Praying or Preaching. oF M 

But on the other Hand, if we ſuppoſe that ſuch a per- 
fon comes accidentally inta a Regular and Orderly Congre- 
gation, and taking a View thereof, ſees them all  meckly 
kneeling upon their Knees, withtheir Prayer Booksin their 
Hands, and does befides obſerye them to be offering their 
Prayers unto Go p with their Voice; In ſuch a Caſe, he 
would be at no Loſs, but would immediately conclude, 


that both the Miniſter and the Congregation were joint 


employ'd in the Exerciſe of Praying unto Go. 


— 
— —„-̃ 


SECT. 


* 


Sea. VIII. Of conſtant and adily Prayer. 61 


12 — 
n — 


— — 


14 - nnn — 
4 ' ”, 7 
ky * " : 8 | * 1 
8 116 V 1 
| | III l 
ö , 5 p * 
* E . . * A 4 4 
0 - 12 - , 


Concerning the Eighth Rule laid down in the Introducti- 
on, viz. That Prayer in publick ought to be - frequently 
and conſtantly kept up. 1 0 


Prayer in publick ought to be frequently and 
coaſtantly kept up. For we are commanded To 
be inflant in Prayer, To pray always, And to pray uuth- 
out ceaſing: Which Commands being general, muſt haye 
Reſpect to the publick Prayers, as well as thoſe that. are 


private or ſolitary. 


| J will be readily acknowledg'd in thegeneral, that | 


. 


If it be, demanded, How oſten are ut to pray to God | 
in publitk? I anſwer in general, That we are to pray.asof- | 
ten as we can in a Conſiſtency with the due Obſervation, of | 
the other Laws or Rules that Gop has given us. Now ])Ʒ 
tis manifeſt (as will appear from what ſhall be hereafter | 
ſaid) that Prayer in publick may be daily kept up in m. | 
ny Places or Congregations in a Conſiſtency with the due 
Obſervation of all Chriſtian. Laws whatſoever : Andt hat | 
the daily and conſtant keeping of it up in ſuch Places, will | 
be of great Uſe and Advantage to the Church in general, 
but eſpecially to ſuch private Chriſtians as have Leiſureand 
Opoortunity to attend daily upon the publick Worſhip. - 
18 Order (OS. i... le nent; 
We may obſerve, that though all. private Chriſtians | 
cannot attend daily upon the publick Worſhip, Vet there 
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are very many that have both Leiſure and Opportunity ſo to 
do; And that in a ConſRency wirh the due diſcharging of 
their ſeveral Duties and 'Callings. =_ even thoſe Per- 
ſons that cannot every Day of the Week be preſent at the 
publick Prayers, may yet ſometimes, and upon ſeveral ac- 
cidental Occaſions have Leiſure and Opportunity to attend 
og. BIRT ob abies Brno beg 
We may further remark, that there are many Chriſti. 
ans that have a particular Call in the Providence of Gop 
to ſpend more Time in his Worſhip than other People. 
As for Inſtance, When Age hath diſabled a Mag to 35 
ſerviceable to others in an A&iye Life; When Mer Ake 
up their 


engaged in no Buſineß of tlie World to take 
Time; When Afflictions and Croſſes do call for an ex- 
traordinary Degree of Piety and Repentance; When Men 
are in Danger of falling into great Temptations; When 
they have recovered from ſome great Jin and Failayg Or 
-when. — N Prudence does tell a Man, that he may do 
more good by a Holy and Pious Example in the Wor- 
ſhip of Gos, than he can by an Active Life, G” _ 
Nov to all fach Perſons, as well as to all others inge- 
gun that can coaſtuntty 6r frequently arrend the publick 
Worlhip; the daily Opportunities of publick Prayer will 


be a very great Bleſſing, and a Help to ftrengthen and con- 
rm their Piery and Devotion. Se 
For it muſt be allow d that the publick Monſbip has, far 
more and greater Helps to Piety add Devotion, than that 
which is private or 1 For God loves the Gates of 
Sion more than all the Dwellings of Jacob. The Preſence 
of God's Miniſters makes the Devotion more folemn and 
taking; And there is fomething in the Church or — 
| that 
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that may ſtrike Veneration into the Minds of Men, and 
may ſerve to put them in Mind of the Duty of Prayer; 
For the Church being us'd by People tor no other pur- 
poſe, but Devotion and the Service of Gop, the being 
pteſent at it cannot ordinarily ſpeaking but put them more 
in Mind of Gop's Worſhip than their being preſent at any 
other ordinary Place. The Company of good Chriſtians 
will tend to ſtir up an holy Emulation in us; They will 
ſtrengthen and confirm our Devotion by their Example; 
And make our Prayers more acceptable unto G op by their 
Concurrence in them. The Solemnity and Exactneß of 
the Service it ſelf will contribute much to our Edification. 
And the Eye of the World may ſerve to make us watch- 
ful at our Prayers, and may prevent much of a ſſuggiſh 
Spirit that may ſeize us uſually at Home. | 

And hereby alſo many pious and good Chriſtians will 
be'in a Condition to do more good by their Example, 
than otherwiſe they could do. By this Means the Influ- 
ence of their Example will ſpread, not only among thoſe 
that are acquainted with their private Practice, but alſo a- 
mong thoſe that have no other Knowledge of them but by 
ſeeing them at Church; or by ſeeing them going to it, or 
coming from it. And further, | | 

By this Means Prayers and Interceſſions will be daily 
offered up in the beſt and moſt Solemn Manner for the 
whole Kingdom, And for all Ranks and Degrees of Peo- 
ple therein, Which muſt be of great Uſe to draw down 
the Bleſſing of Gop upon them. 4 

And hereby alſo the Matters of Religion will be bettet 
iaſtill'd and fix d in the Minds of People; They will be 
daily and conſtantly ſuggeſted to them, and fo will be the 
more likely to take deep Impreſſion and Root. 

== 


Again, 


7 
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Again, When Prayer in publick is daily kept up, The 
Face of Religion will always Shine: For thereby there 
will daily and hoarly be publick Demonſtration of it gi- 
ven to the World. 

I ſhall only further add, That Daily publick Worfhip 
has the Example of the Church in all Ages torecommend 
it. We find that Gop appointed that a Sacrifice ſhould 
be offer d up by the Jews every Day Morning and Evening 
(a). And that there were ſet and appointed Hours of dai- 
ly Prayer at the Temple (b). The Jews alſo had daily 
Opportunities of publick Worſhip at their Synagogues, 
as is manifeſt from the antient Cuſtomes and Records of 
that N ation. 

And 'tis plain that the Primitive Chriſtiaus had daily 
Prayers in their Churches or Temples. And many of them 
were not content with the Hours of publick Prayer forthe 
Day, But had alſo their publick Devotion in the Night, 
and in the Morning Watches. Nay ſeveral Churches a- 
mong them have had the Worfhip of Gop kept up in 
them without Intermiſſion Night and Day. 

I come now to ſhew that the Rule in Hand can be ber- 
ter obſerv d, Or that Prayer in publick can be wore ße. 
quently kept up by the Uſe of a Set- Form, than it can be 
by the Uſe of fee or Extempore Prayer. 

Now 'tis plain that by the Uſe of a Set-Form, Prayer 
in publick may be kept up every Day. And thus by the 
Order of our Church, All Prieſis are bound to ſay daily 
the Morning and Evening Prayer. And accordingly at 
all Churches, where there are Perſons that can convenient- 
ly attend, Daily Prayer is kept up. 
c 

Nay 
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Nay I may further add, that by the Uſe of a Set. Form, 
Prayer in publick may in ſome Places be kept up without 
 Intermiſſion Night and Day. For we ſee from Ecrleſia- 
ſtical Story that it has been actually ſo kept up in ſeveral 
Places. 

But the Diſſenters who pray in the Extempore Way 
have not daily Prayers in any of their publick Meetings 
or Congregations. And indeed it is not conſiſtent with 
the Nature of that way of Prayer, to have Prayerin pub- 
lick conſtantly and daily kept up; And much more is ir 
inconſiſtent with it, to have the publick V Vorſhip kept 
up without Intermiſſion Night and Day. For private Mi- 
niſterscannot have ſufficient Leiſure and Opponuauy, 
to ſtudy or contrive Prayers for the 7 —— Uſe twice or 

thrice a Day. This of it ſelf, would take up the moſt of 
their Time, Eſpecially if they muſt aim at ſome thing of 
a Conſtant Novelty in their Prayers. Beſides if the Diſſen- 
ting Miniſters ſhould make Prayers twice a Day, either 
their Prayers would be ver) contemptible, by Reaſon of 
their want of ſufficient Time to premeditate and Con- 
trive them; Or elſe by ſuch a frequent Practice they would 
very ſoon fall into  Set-Form. For in fuch a Caſe, 
twould be impoſſible for them, dailh to find out new MA. 
ter and Expreſſion of Prayer; Or to have any ſuch Varies 
ty, whereby the People might be impos d on tothink they 
were ſtill entertain d with new Things. And then even 
the 1:6 diſcerning ſort of People would readily perceive 
that their Prayers muſt ordinarily or generally ſpeakingbe 
ſtill the ſame. And ſo the main thing that takes with Peo- 
ple in Extempore Prayers, I mean the Noueley af them, 
would fall to the Ground. And every one would ſee — 

| cheep 
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there is nothing in it but what might be had by a ſuitable 
Variety in Set- Forms. | 911 70 e 75 

I ſhall only further add, That from what has been ſaid, 
uwe may plainly fee of what miſchievous Conſequence it is 
to the Church of Chrit, to turn Set- Forms out of the 
publick V Vorſhip; ſince thereby Chriſtians will be de- 
priv'd of the Benefit of the daily public Sacrifice, I mean 
the daily publick Prayers. And in that Reſpe& their 
Condition will be worſe than that of the Fews; who had 
their daily Sacrifice publickly offer'd unto Gop, As well 
as daily Opportunities of publick V Vorſhip in their Tem- 
ple and Synagogues. es 0 
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Concerning the Ninth Rule laid doum in the Introduction, 

viz. That the Congregation aſſembled ought to join inthe 

paouublick Prayers with Devotion, or with a ſuitable Tem- 
per and Frame of the Mind. | 


F Y Prajing with Devotion I underſtand, The 
Praying with thoſe Chriftian Graces that are 
neceſſary io make our Prayers acceptable unto 
God,; Such as Knowledge, Faith, Love, Fer- 

| .yency and Humility, &c. We pray with Know- 
ledge, when we know that thoſe Things for which we pray 
are agreeable to Gop's Will, or are ſuch as we oughtto 
ay for; VVe pray with Faith, when we believe thatthe 


pr 
Tings for which we pray, are fuch as can or will 2 
. ' 


* 
* 
* * 
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ted to us by the Mercy and Goodneſs of Go D. We 
pray with Love, when in the Act of Prayer we love Gop, 
that is, deſire to keep his Commandments, to be like un- 
to him, and to enjoy him, And alſo love our Nugh- 
bour that we pray with and for as we ought to do; We 
pray with Humility, when in our Praying we have a juſt 
Sanſe of our own Unwarthineſs, and of the great Diſtance 
that is between GOD and us, And when the Behaviour 
of our Bodies reſembles ſuch a Temper of the Mind; We 
pray with Fervency, when we are truly ſenſible of the 
great Need we ſtand in of thoſe Things for which we 
pray, And are very earneſt in our Deſires to get them ob- 


tain'd,”! ai NA n 1 40 1 14 

I proceed to ſhew that the Rule in Hand can be bet. 
ter obſerv'd by us when we make Uſe of a Set- Form and 
Rule of Prayer, than when we pray without one, or pray 
altogether in the free or Extempore Way 150 
In Order to this, we muſt obſerve, that there are certain 
Means and Helps, ſome of which are neceſſary and others 
very uſeful in Order ro ſtir up and excite, or to promote 
and advance true Devotion in a Chriſtian Congregation. 
Now. if more of the Benefit and Advantage of ſuch Means 
and Helps can be had by the Uſe ot a Set- Form, than can 
be had when we pray without one, or pray altogether in the 


free Way, then it muſt be allowed that the Rule in Hand 


. 


can be the beſt obſerved by the Uſe of a Set- Form. But 


tis manifeſt that meſt of the Benefit and Advantage of 
ſuch Means and Helps can be had by the Uſe of a Ser. 


Form, as will appear if we diſtinctly conſider them. And, 


1. In Order to the Congregations joining in the pub- 
lick Prayets with Devotion, tis neceſſary or requiſite, 


that 


— * 
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that the Prayers ſhould be free um Errors and C 


tions in the Matter. This will be granted en all Hands, 
and therefore I ſhall not ſtand to prove it | 
No tis plain that - Set-Forms have very much che 
Advantage in Reſpe& of this Help to Devotion. Since 
as has been ſhewn in the fr 7 Section, Errors and Cor- 
ruptions in the Matter may be ſufficiently 'avoided, in Set- 
Forms; whereas when we pray altogether in the Extem- 
pore Way, Faults of that Kind, cannot but frequently hap- 
pen in the publick Prayers. Now ſuch Kind of Imper- 
fections and Faultsmuſt do Harm to the publick Deyoti- 
on in ſeveral Reſpects. As for Inftance, 
If a Miniſter vents his private Errors in his Prayers, 
His Hearers may be thereby ready to imbibe them, and be 
perverted from the Truth? If he wwſapplies Texts of Sctip- 
ture, They will be prone to do the fame after him. If 
he runs out into /yvef7ives and Har fo Cenſures that may 
nourifh and foment in them a Spirit of Faction and Un- 
charitableneſs, If he launches out extravagantly into the 
Commendation of his own Sec, That may tend to con- 
firm them in ther Errors, and fill them with Spiritual 
Pride and Vain-Glory. If he aſſects to entertain them 
with new Things and curions Sperulations, That, infiradof 
tiring up Devotion in them, will ferye to gratific and 
fred their idle Humours and Fancies, and to make them 
deſpiſe the ſolid and fubſtantial Things of the Worſhip 
of Gn. And to giue only one [yftance more, If fe 
runs out into ſuch Things in his Prayers 2s his Hrarers 
plainly ſee and apprehend to be corrupt, anſuitable or im- 
pertinent, it cannot but tend much to obſtruct and hinder 
then Devotion; For in theſe Caſes they will be ready to 
doc | dwell 
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dwell too much in theit Thoughts upon ſuch Things, 


And to be ſo 3 againſt, of ſo to deſpiſe the Perſon 


that officiates, tha 
of his Prayer. 

2. The Compleatneſs and Comprehenſiveneſs of the pub- 
lick Ptayers muſt be allowed to be of great Uſe towards 
the publick Devotion and Edification. Now I have 


prov'd in the Second Seffion that by the Uſe of a Set. Form 


t they cannot devoutly join in the reſt 


the publick Prayers can be the moſt comprehenſive and 


compleat. I ſhalt here for the Illuſtration of the Argu- 
ment ſhew by ſome Inſtances, that the publick Prayers ule d 
in our Church, do much more contribute to Devotion in 
this Reſpe&, than the Extempore Prayers of the Diſſin- 
ters. | 

And thus for Inftance, in the publick Prayers uſed in 
our Church, upon every Lotd's. Day, we diſtinctly pray 
for Grace to performs the (everal Kinds of Duty, and 10 
avoid the ſeveral Kinds of Sin; which is not ordinarily 
ſpeaking done every Lord's. Day in ap 20 ap" Worſhip 
of the Diſſenters. Now hereby, every Perſon that attends 
upon our publick Prayers, will conſtantly have the parti- 
cular Dirty or Sin that he may in a er Manner be con- 
cern'd in, very plainly and clearly ſuggeſted to his Mind. 
As for Example, Suppoſe a Man has been or i guilty of 
the Sins of Swearing, Adultery or coveting hi Neigh- 
bours Goods, When he hears the third, ſeventh and tenth 
Commandments ſolemnly read, and does after the Rea- 
ding of every one of them pray with hisown Voice, Loyd 


6 


have Mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts to keep this Lau, 


the Senſe of his ius cannot generally peaking but be brought 


into his Mind; And the mentioning of the Sins in ſucha - 


ſolemn - 


70 Of Devotion in Prayer. __ Se& IX. 


vlemn and diſtintt Manner, muſt conti ibute very much to 
make him / ſeriouſly about them; It may touch his 
Conſcience, and pu: him upon Reſolutions never to com- 
mit them again. But ſuch a Perſon may long enough at- 
tend upon Exlempore Prayers, And yet never have thoſe 
Sins ſo clearly and diſtinctly ſuggeited to him. 

And hereby a/jo every Perſomthat attends upon the publick 
Worſhip of ur Church will have all the ſeveral. Kinds of 
Sin that ever he may have committed, or is at the pre- 
ſent guilty of, And all the ſeveral Kinds of Duty that he 
may have neglected, or does for the preſent neglect, at eve- 
Ty time of Solema Worſhip brought into his Mind; 
which he cannot ordinarily have by attending on the Ex- 
tempore Prayers of the Diſſenters. Now this muſt be of 
exceeding Uſe towards a Man's Devotion and Edificati- 
on : For when a Man does, as it were with one View, ſee 
all the ſeveral Sins that he has been guilty of, or is liable 
to fall into, And has them ſo ſuggeſted to his Mind that 
he cannot generally fail diſtinctly to think about them; 
This muſt tend much to raiſe in him a Senſe of his own 
Unworthineſs, and to humble him before Gap. Here- 
by he may examine and try himſelf to the Bottom. And 
the Sight of all his Infirmities and Follies may ſpur him 
on to Diligence, to recover his ill.ſpent and loſt Time. 
And when all the ſeveral Kinds of Duty are likewiſe 
brought at once into our View, It muſt contribute much 
to convince us of the great and difficult Work that lyes 
upon us to do; And may ſtir us up to uſe our utmoſt En- 
deavours, and call frequently on Go p for Aſſiſtance and 
Help in Order to go through with the great Work of 


eur Salvation. Further, | 
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In the publick Worſhip of our Church upon every 
Lord's. Day we diſtinftly pia for all the ſeveral Kinds of 
good Things that we ſtand in need of, and agamft all the 
ſeveral Kinds of evil Things that we want to be delivered 
from; And that, as may appear from what has been ſaid in 
the Second Section, in a much diſtincter and fuller Manner, 
than is ordinarily done in the Extempore Prayers of the 
Diſſenters. And hereby the particular Good that every 
Man may in a ſpecial Manner ſtand in Need of, And the 
particular Evil that he may in a ſpecial Manner be liable 
unto, will naturally enough be brought into his Thoughts. 
And this cannot but be of great Uſe towards the making 
him affected, and truly ſerious at the publick Prayers: 
Since Men ate generally ſpeaking the moſt ready to be 
moved, with thoſe Things that do the moſt cloſely touch 
and relate to their own particular Caſe and Condition. 
And hereby alſo all the ſeveral Kinds of Good Things that 
every Man ſtands in Need of, and all the ſeveral Kinds 
of Evil that be may be liable unto will at every time of 
y-—_ VVorſhip be ſuggeſted to his Mind; And 

is will ſerve to ſhew Men in what great Need they ſtand 
of the good Providence and Protection of Almighty Gon, 
and how infiaitely they axe obliged to him for all his 
Mercies. 

Further, In the publick Worſhip of our Church we 
deſcend in our Prazſes into the ſeveral Attributes and Per- 
fefions of Almighty Go D, And into the ſeveral Kinds of 
his Actions and Works, as well as into the more remarkable 
and famous Inſtances of theſe Kinds : And that as has been 
before ſhewa in a much diſtincter and more particular 
Manner than is ordinarily done in the publick a 
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of the Diſſenters. Now this will ſerve to give Men ex- 
alced Thoughts, of the Glory and Power of Gop, of his 
admirable Wiſdom and Contrivance; of his Infinite 
Bounty and Goodneſs, and of the great Obligations we 
lye under to him for all his Mercies and Bleſſings. 
That I may give only one Inſtance more, In the pub. 
lick Worſhip of our Church, we do conſtantly make 4 
diſtinft Confeſſion of the ſeveral Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; which, as has been before ſhewn, is not ordinari- 
ly done in the publick Worſhip of the Diſſenters. Now 
this will alſo tend much to the publick Devotion and E- 
dification. It will raiſe in Mens Minds right Notions and 
Apprehenſions of the Nature of Goo : It will bring into 
their Thoughts ſome of the Principal Works that Gop the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghaft have done for the Good and 
Benefit of Mankind: It will ſerve to put them in mind 
of their Chriſtan Profeſſion; And to guard them from 
Errors and Corrupt ions in the Faith. ei v 
3. A decent and fit way of Expreſſion in the publick Pray- 
ers will tend much to promote the publick Devotion and 
Edification. Now as I have ſhewn in the hird Section by 
the Uſe of a Set- Form the publick Prayers may bedecent- 
ly and fitly expreſs'd in all Congregations, hereas wken 
we pray altogether in the Extempore Way indecent and 
unſuitable Expreſſions cannot but frequently happen to be 
made Uſe of in the publick Prayers. - 
No ſuch kind of Expreſſions cannot but prove a great 
Obſtacle to the publick Devotion and Edificarion in ſe- 
veral Refpe&s. As for Inſtance, If the Miniſter that 
prays expreſſes himſelf darkly and obſcurely, thofe that hear 
him cannot join rightly with him; And they may ſome- 
10 lines 
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times be ready to underſtand what he ſays in a wrong or 
dangerous Senſe. If he accuſtomes himſelf ro make Uſe 
of Myſtical Phraſes and Terms of Art, Many People may 
be tickled and pleaſed in their Fancies with Hearing 
them, meerly becauſe they dont underſtand them, Or 
becauſe they are above their Reach and Capacity; And 
by that Means they may contract an unhappy Humour of 
Deſpiſiogall Things in the Worſhip'of Gon that are plain 
and intelligible. If he affects to make Ule of new Phra- 
es and Turns of Expreſſion, many may be ready thereby 
to pleaſe themſelves fo much with the Gingle and Words 
ofa Prayer, that they wont be affected in any due Mea- 
fate with the Matter or Subſtance of it. When there hap- 
pens any Witty Turn or fine Flouriſhb in his Prayer, Some 
will beſo ready to dwell upon it in their Thoughts, that a 
reat Part of the teſt of the Prayer that may be more uſe- 
ful will be negle&ed by them. And to give only one 
enetal Inſtance more, when he makes Uſe of Vulgar and 
uncout h Phraſes, or of unbecoming and unſtemly Expreſſi- 
ons, It may occaſion ' Laughter in ſome, And tend to 
make others deſpiſe and under value him, Or to prejudice 
them againſt him, and muſt therefore prove a very conſi- 
derable Hindranceto their Devotion, - . 
41. The next Help thar-I ſhall take Notice of is, The Di- 
geſting of the publick Prayers into right Method and Order: 
Which muſt be allow'd to be of great Uſe towards the 
furthering 'of the publick Edification. Now 'tis plain 
from what has been ſaid in the Fourth Section, that by 
the Uſe of a Set- Form, the Rules of good Method and Or- 
der may be conſtantly and ſufficiently obſerv'd in the pub- 
lick Prayers, Whereas Diſordeis in the Method cannor 
| bur 
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but frequently happen if we pray altogether in the Extem- 
pore Way. Now ſuch Diſorders muſt prove a great Hin- 
drance to the publick Devotion. As for Inſtance; When 
the Parts of Prayer are indiſtinct, or confuſedly put together, 
the People will not be able diſtinQly to join in them, 
And conſequently muſt in a great Meaſure be uncapable 
of the Exerciſe of true Devotion. VVhea the Miniſter 
makes no ſufficient Stops and Pauſis when he proceeds 
from one Part to another, the Congregation will not have 
ſufficient Time to make every Part their own. VVhen 
he paſſes abruptly from one Thing to another, it may raiſe 
in their Minds prejudices againſt him, and ſo may prove 
a Hindrance to their Devotion. When he enlarges: un- 
reaſonabiy upon one Thing, it may make them ve ns” 
dull. And to give only another Inſtance, If he affects a 
conſtant Novelty in his Method, it may tend to divert 
Peoples Miads very. mach from 7 ald and Ju Mantia 
Things of Pray Gn Nein F £3? 

5. The next Helpthat I mall cs vfi is, The 
direfting of the publick Prayers in a fit and proper Man- 
mer to the right Object of Mor ſbip. via. the Bleſſed Trinity 
in Unity. This will tend to promote Devotion, in as much 
28 it will ſerve to raiſe. in the Minds of People juſt aad 
awful Notions; and Apprehenſions of Gop the Father, 
Son, and holy Ghoſt; And to prevent any rude or denge- 
rous Facies that they may be apt to entertain concerning 
the Deity in al, or concerning any Perſon. in the Bleſ- 
ſed Trinity in Particular. That in Reſpect of this Help 
to Devotion Set- Forms have the Advantage, has been 


ſhewn in the Fifth Sectiou. 
6. Another 
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6. Another Help is, The directing of the publict 
Prayers to God, in the Name and Mediation of Jeſus 
Chrift. And this when rightly and compleatly done, will 
much further the publick Devotion; In as much as it will 
ſerve, to raiſe in us a deep Senſe of out own Unworthineſs, 
To ſhew us the great Need we ſtand in of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and inculcate upon our Minds the great and won- 
derful Things he has done in order to our attainm ent of 
Eternal Happineſs. That Set- Forms have the Advantage 
in Reſpect of this Help to Devotion, has been fſhewa in 
the Sixth Seton. 

7. The decent and becoming Geſture and Behaviour of 
the Congregation aſſembled to join in Prayer, will be a 
very great Help to the publick Devotion and Edi- 
fication. For when the Behaviour of a whole Coogre- 
gation is uniform and decent, it will ſerve to put People 
in Mind of whatchey are about; They will hereby ſtrength- 
en and confirm one another in the Duty in Hand ; And be 
prompted by one anothers Examples, to aim at that holy 
Temper of Mind, which is reſembled by che outward 
Carriage and Behaviour of their Bodies. But on the o- 
ther Hand, when the Behaviour of a Congregation is not 
in any ſuitable Meaſure anf, And when many of them 
do make Uſe of indecent Geſtures, The Devotion of Peo- 
ple muſt be thereby very much obſtructed. For when a 
Man beholds the indecent Carriage of other Perſons in the 
ſame Aſſembly with him, it may raiſe in him a Diflike or 
Diſguſt againſt hem, And may much divert his Thoughts 
. from the Duty in Hand. And the Indecencies of this 
Nature that a Man himſelf may give Way to, may tend 
much to hinder his _— As for Inſtance, when a 

Man 
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Man accuſtomes himſelf to Leaning, ot Lolling, or Sitting 
at Prayer, how ready may he be to be drowſie and inna- 
tentive? That Prayer by a Set- Form and Rule, has the 
Advantage in Reſpect of this Help to Devotion, has been 
ſhewn in the Seventh Sefton. | 
8. The conſtant and frequent Keeping up of publick Pray. 
er will be a great Means to encreaſe and promote the pub- 
lick Devotion. For no Doubt he that accuſtomes himſelf 
co attend the publick Prayers ice a Day, will be more 
ready to improve in Devotion, than he that may only be 
preſent at them once a Week. Of the great Benefit and 
Advantage of Daily Prayer in publick, I have ſpoken in 
the Z:phth Seftion, And have therein ſhewn the Advan- 
rages of a Set-Formgbove Extempore Prayer in that Re- 
ſpect. | | 
ES. The diſtinct Hearing of the publick Prayers read or ſpo- 
ken by the Miniſter, will be alſo a Help to Devotion. 
That Ser-Forms have the Advantage in this Reſpect, is 
very manifeſt : For ſince People may be ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with them before they ate to join in them, Ot 
may have them ready to peruſe in their Prayer Books at 
the publick Worſhip, there will be no Danger of their 
being at any Loſs in this Matter. But on the other Hand. 
at Rxtempore Prayers People muſt be very often put to 
rear Inconveniencies in this Reſpect. As for Inſtänce, 
When they are hard of Hearing, When they are at any 
conſiderable Diſtance from the Miniſter, when the Church 
is much throng'd and crowded, And when the Yoice of 
the Miniſter happens to be weak and low, or not clear and 
eaſre to be apprehended; For in ſuch Caſes they cannot 
diſtinctly underſtand what the Miniſter ſays, and conſe. 
8 quently 
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quently cannot join in his Prayer with any right Devo- 
tion. 

10. The ſpeaking of the publick Prayers with the Voice, 
will be a Help to Devotion. For it will be a Means to 
keep Men from being fleepy and drowſfe ; And will be of 

reat Uſe towards the making of the publick Prayers a 
Mans own Perſonal Af and Deed. And it will likewiſe 
very much tend to keep the Mind in a vigorous State of 
Action: For the Exerciſe of the bodily Powers and Facul- 
ties has a great Influence upon the Mind, And does gene- 
rally ſpeaking add Life and Spirit to all its Actions. And 
thus for Example, When a Perfon in his Prayers makes 
uſe of an active and lively) Geſture and Carriage of the 
Body, he will be more capable of being devout, than 
generally ſpeaking he can be, when he indulges himſelf in 
ſluggiſh and lazy Poſtures and Ways of Behaviour. And 
in like Manner, when a Man' joins in the ſinging of Pſalms 
with his Voice, he can ofdinarily ſpeaking be more de- 
vout, than when he only joins in that Exerciſe with his 
Mind. And the Diſſenters themſelves cannot but teſtifie 
from their own Experience, that they are generally more» 
deyout and affected when they ſpeak themſelves their own 
Prayers, than when they only join in their Minds in the 

Prayers that another Man makes. 
1 know ſome do object, that the Peoples uſing their 
Voices in publick Prayer, makes a confuſed Noiſe in 
the Church, But this with as much Reaſon may be ur- 
ged againſt the Singing of Pſalms. Saint Bafyl could not 
be of Opinion that the vocal Prayer of a Congregation 
makes an indecent Noiſe, when he affirms, That when 
Prayer is not accompanied with a multitude of Voices it 1 
net 
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not it ſelf : Nor Tertullian, when he tells us, That our una. 
nimous Wiſhes and Cries do in a Manner beſiege the God of 
Heaven: Nor q aint Fohn, when he ſo often aſcribes joint 
Vocal Prayer to the Saints and Angels in Heaven (a): 
Nor the Prophet Eſaias, when he repreſents the Angels as 
Crying to one another (b): Nor Saint Paul, when he ex- 
horts us to glorifie God with one Mind and one Mouth (c). 

That Jet- Forms have the Advantage in Reſpect of this 
Help to Devotion is very plain: For in them the People 
can readily join with their Yozces ; But 'tis impracticable 


for them to join vocally in Extempore Prayers. And ac- 


cordingly in the Diſſenting Meetings the People do never 
do it. Nay they ſeldom or never do audibly pronounce 
their Amen at the Jatter End of their Prayers. 

11. The having of Prayer Books (or the committing 
of the Prayers that are to be uſed in the publick Worſhip 

into Writing or Print, ſo as People may be ſufficiently fur- 
niſh'd with Copies of them) will be a great Helpto De- 
votion in the publick Worſhip. 

For hereby, People may be ſufficiently acquainted before- 
hand, with the Prayers that they are to join in at the pub- 
lick Worſhip : And by that Means they may truly under- 
ſtand the Senſe, and the Method and Order of them, And 
before every Time of publick Worſhip may ſeriouſly 
think and Ponder upon them. Whereas Extempore Pray- 
ers cannot be known by People till the very inſtant of 
Time wherein they are to join in them. And from hence 


it clearly follows; 
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(a) Rev. J. 12. 6, 10, 14, 2. (b) Eſai, 6. 3. (o) Rm. 15. 6. 
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Hr , That by the Uſe of a Set - Form that Rule, Be 
not raſh with thy Mouth, nor haſty with thy Heart, to ut- 
ter any thing before God, can be much better obſerv'd by 
the Congregation, than it can be by the Uſe of Extempore 
Prayer: Since when they pray by a Set -· Form, they may 

ſeriouſly conſider and weigh betore-Hand the Prayers that 
they ate to join in: Whereas in the other Caſe, they muſt 
very frequently offer unto Gop ſuch Things in their Pray- 
ers, as they never ſo much as thought on before- Hand. 

Secondly, 'Tis from hence likewiſe very evident, that 
the Congregation can join much better in Set- Forms than in 
Extempore Prayers, For by Reaſon that People are not 
acquainted before-Hand with 'Extempore Prayers, They 
mult before they can diſtinctiy join in them, be employed 
in ſeveral Exerciſes, that cannot but very much obſtruct 
and hinder their Devotion. As for Inſtance, They muſt 
Arſt carefully attend to the Miniſter, and liſten for every 
Sentence before it comes from his Mouth; Which of u 

ſelf is a Work that will ordinarily very much employ their 
Minds; eſpecially if the Voice of the Miniſter be weak 
and indiſtin&, Or if they ſtand at any conſiderable Di- 
ſtance from him. And when they have caught the Sen- 
rence from his Mouth, they may often be at aLoſs to 
know the Meaning and Senſe of it. : And when they do 
underſtand it, they muſt next judge whether it be proper 
and fit for them to offer unro'Gop. In all theſe ſever? 
Ways muſt Men' be employ'd in their Thoughts, before 
they can join in Extempore Prayers. Whereas they may 
join in a Set- Form without any Diſtractions of this Na- 


ture. | | 
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We may further obſerve, That when People have Pray- 
er Books, they will thereby be in a Condition exatZly to 
remember thoſe Things they-prayed for in publick. But 
as ſoon as we have heard an Extempare Prayer we are rea- 
dy to forget it. Now if a Man forgets thoſe Things that 
he prayed for, how can he expect to receive them at the 
Hands of Gop? Or how can he be ſaid to ask 4 Thing 
with Sincerity if he never thinks of it afterwards? 24 
We may further take Notice, That when People have 
Prayer Books, they may read the publick Prayers at the 
Time of Divine-Service; which will be of conſiderable 
Ulſe towards their Devotion. For the Attention of the 
Mind is fix'd by the Eye as well as by the Ear: For as 
when we hear a Thing, ſo when we ſee it, our Minds are 
ready to be intent upon it. Beſzdes, the Reading of the 
publick Prayers will keep the Eye from Rambling abroad, 
or looking upon external Objects; which is ordinarily a 
great, and very often a miſchievous Hindrance to Devo- 
tion. um e's. | 
12. In Order to Peoples joining in the publick Pray- 
ers with true Devotion, it will be neceſſary, or at leaſt ve- 
ry uſeful, That they ſhould be fully ſatisfied and perſua- 
ded in their Minds, that the Prayers that they are to join 
in, be in all Refpets conformable to the Mind and Will 
of Gap. Now tis certain that Set- Forms have very 
much the Advantage of Extempore Prayers in this Reſpect. 
For from what has been Hitherto ſaid, it muſt be plain to 
every conſidering Perſon, that by the Uſe of a Set- Form 
the publick Prayers may in all Reſpects be ſufficiently con- 
formable to the Mind and Will of God, And the very 


Thoughts and Apprehenſions of this, will be one of the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Encouragements for People to join in the public 
Prayers with true Devotion, 

But on the other Hand, from what has been faid in the 
foregoing Sections, It mult be plain to every impartial 
Man, that Corruptions and Faults in Reſpect of the Mat- 
ter, the Words, the Method and Order, the Parts and Cir- 
cumſtances of Prayer, cannot bur frequently or commonly 
happen in the publick Worſhip, when we pray altogether 
in the Extempore Way. Now the very Fancy and Ap- 
prehenſion of this, cannot but mightily diſcourage Peo- 
ple in their joining in Extempore Prayers; And may raiſe 
ſuch Prejudices in their Minds againſt them, that it will 
be impoſſible for them generally ſpeaking to join in them 
with any true Devotion. And upon this Foot it is, that 
the greater Part of the Members of our Church, have al- 
ways expteſs d ſo great 4 Diflike of an Extempore Way of 
Worſhip, and have ſhewn themſelves ſo Zealous and 
Warm for the conſtant Uſe of Set- Forms. 

13. There will ariſe ſeveral Hindrances to Devotion, 
from the Con/ideration of the Miniſter that officiates inthe 
publick Wor ſhip, which will be much greater and of worſe 
Conſcquence when we pray in the Extempore V Vay, than 
when we pray by a Set- Form. And thus for Inſtance, 

VVhen the Perſon rhar officiates is foo quick and voluble 
in his Speech, it will be a Hindrance to Devotion in Ex- 
tempore Prayers, Becauſe thereby the Congregation will not 
be able to keep up Pace with him, or diſtinctiy to apprehend 
what he ſays. But it will not be near ſo great a Hindrance 
in Set- Forms, Becauſe People may be acquainted with 
them before-Hand, 2 | 

And 
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And even if the Miniſter ſpeaks tov flow, or draws his 
VVords too long after one another, it will be an Incon- 
venience in Extempore Prayers, Becauſe thereby the Peo- 
pie will not in many Caſes be able to join together, or 
make Senſe of what he ſays. 

Further, when a Congregation is diſaffected to their Mi- 
niſter, Or when private Perſons have a Diſguſt at him, 
Both of which do very commonly happen, their Devoti- 


— . — — OW 


on will be much more hindred when he prays in the Ex- 


tempore VVay, than if he ſhould pray by a Set- Form. 
Becauſe Extempore Prayers are look d upon as Mens own 
private Compolures,. whereas Set-Forms will be look'd 
upon as the Compoſures of the Church, ſince they may be 
approv'd of by the Body of the Governors and Paſtors 
of it, aſſembled in a Synod or Convocotion. 

The fame is to be obſetv'd if the Miniſter is ſuſpe&ed 
to be erroncous in his Judgment, or to entertain Dange- 
rous Opinions, Ot if he be Dung and wnexperient'd, Ot not 
ſo regular in his Converſation as he ought to be, Or if he 
be but of nean Parts and Abilities. The very Appre- 
henſion of ſuch Things will very much tend to obſtru& 
the publick Devotion. 

And in like Manner, if the Perſon that officiates be 
aull and indiſpoſed at Prayer, If he has been careleſß in 
Premeditation, Or has been under any Temptation what- 
ſoever that will make him unfit duly to diſchatge that Pare 
of his Duty; The publiek Devotion in all ch Caſts will 
de dampt and weakned by Reaſon of his Faults and In- 
Aiſpoſitions. | 

14. The next Help that I ſhall take Notice of is, 'The 
Maliitude and Number of Perſons joining together in Pray- 

er 
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er at the very ſame time. And this muſt be acknowledged 
to be of great Uſe towards the ſtrengthning and confir- 
ming of the publick Devotion. For when many do 
Jointly employ themſelves in the ſame Action, they will 
confirm and encourage one another in the Performance of 
it. And the joint Concurrence of many Perſons at the 
ſame time in the ſame Prayers, will ſerve to make them 
more efficacious and acceptable unto Gov. That as to 
this Help Set-Forms have much the Advantage, is very 
plain: Since by the Uſe of a Set- Form, ll the Congre- 
gations in a whole Kingdom, may at the ſame Time be 
jointly offering up the ſame Prayers untoGop. But when 
we pray altogether in the Extempore Way this cannot be 
ſo well effected: For thereby there may be different and 
(in ſeveral Reſpects) oppoſite Prayers in different Congre- 
gations : And many Prayers that may be met with in ſome 
Congregations, may not be had in Others, Nay in Ex- 
tempore Prayers it will generally ſpeaking be impoſſible, 
that even che ſame Congregation ſhould all join at the ſame 
Time; By Reaſon ot cheir Various Prejudices , Or their 
different Opinions of the Performer, Or their different 
Ways of apprehending what he ſays. 

" 15. The lait Help to Devotion that I ſhall take Notice 
of is, The AſſiFance of God's Spirit. And tis plain that 
in this Reſpe& Set-Forms have much the. Advantage. 
For the Spirit of Gop in this Cafe does now only aſſiſt 
us in an ordinary Way ; That is by Bleſſing the right Uſe, 
of thoſe external and moral Means and Helps, that are ne- 
ceſſary or uſeful in Orderto ſtir up and promote Devoti- 
on in @ Chriſtian Congregation. Now I have already 
fhewn that Set-Forms have much the Advantage in Re- 

Aa ſpect 
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ſpect of ſuch Means and Helps: And conſequently when 
we make Uſe of a Set Form, we may juſtly expect, that 
the Spirit of Gop will better or more enable us to 
pray with true Devotion, than when we pray altogether 


in the Extempore Way. 


And now upon the whole it ſeems to be very plain, 
that the Rule now under Conſideration, wiz. That the 
Congregation aſſembled ought to join in the publick Prayers 
with Devotion, can be better obſery'd by the Uſe of a 
Set-Form, than it can be when we pray altogether in the 
free or Extempore Way, | 

| But on the other Hand 'tis objected, 

That the Novelty of the Matter and Words of a Prayer 
4s a Help to Devotion, But that in Extempore Prayers 
there can be a greater Novelty both as to the Matter and 
Words than there can be in det Forms, &c. 

Now in Order to anſwer this; * 

t. We may obſerve, That 'tis abſurd to imagine that 
the Matter of the publick Prayers ſhould be always en- 
tirely new. For as has been before taken Notice of, We are 
' commanded to pray as we lack, To make known our reque it 
unto God in every Thing, And in every Thing to give Thanks, 
&c. Now ſince tis manifeſt that there are many Things 
that we do ſtill ſtand in Need of, and many Mercies that 
we do conſtantly and daily receive from Almighty God, 
Ic plainly follows that we muſt conſtantly pray tor the 
ſame Things, And daily bleſs God for the ſame Mercies. 

And indeed — ſpeaking the publick Prayers as 


tothe Matter and Subſtance of them, muſt for the moi 


Part be {till the fame. There is ſtill the fame Objeit of 
Prayer 
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Prayer to be invocated, The ſame Chriſt to pray through; 
The ſame Sins to confeſs, The ſame good Things to ask, 
The ſame Evils to pray againſt, The ſame Perfections and 
Yorks of Gop to celebrate, And the ſame Mercjes to 
thank God for, c. Tis true rhe Caſe of one particular 
Man may be often alterable in ſome of theſe Reſpecks. 
As for Inſtance, At one Time he may be guilty of Pride, 
And at another Time of Malice, And after that he may 
be under Afflictions and Troubles. But all this will Oc- 
caſion no Alteration in the publick Prayers: Fot if the 
publick Prayers be compleat, as they ought to be, they will 
deſcend into the ordinary Netefſities of all Men;'in as par- 
ticular a Manner as is requiſite or fit, Ot will confiſt with 
the publick Good and Edification. And therefore what- 
ever Altetations may happen in a Man's private Condition, 
Vet ſtill his ordinary Neceſſitie (whatever they be) will 
de talcen Notice of, ot hinted at in the publicle-Prayers, 
in as particular a Manner as is fit and convenient. Sup- 
poſing therefore a Man is guilty of a Sin to Day, as for 
Example of Pride or Malice, that he was not puilry of 
Yeſterday, however ſach a Change in him may poſſibly 
Occaſion ſome Alteration in his private Prayers, Yet it 
will not Occaſion any Change or Alteration in the publick 
Prayers; Becauſe if they are ſufficiently compleat, we ſhall 
in them conſtantly pray againſt the Sins of Prids and My- 
lice in as diſtin a Manner as can be ordinarily necefſary 


or requiſite in the publick Worſhio. | 

2. Tis in like Manner abſurd to imagine, that as often 
as we pray for the [ame Things, we ſhould ſtill do it in 
different Expreſſions or V/ords. For indeed this in the 
Nature of the Thing is impoſſible to be done; ſince hu- 


mane 
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. mane Language will not afford an endleſs! Variety of 
Words or Expreſſions to the ſame Purpoſe. And indeed 
if we ſnould always when we pray for the ſame Things do it 
in diſferent Y Lords, the Expreſſion of our Prayers could 
not poſlibly at all Times be proper and decent, but on the 
contrary mult very often be unfit and. unſuitable. And 
therefore if the publick Prayers be always decently ex- 
preſs'd, we ſhall in Let be obliged frequently ro pray 
for the ſame Things in the ſame Y/Yords.  _ 
3. But the Diſſenters may ſay, that though the publick 
Prayers as to the Matter ought not to be always entirely 
new, And though when we pray for the ſame Things it 
cannot be neceſlary that we ſhould always do it in dif- 
ferent Words, Yer ſtill there may be a resſonable Degree 
J Variety both as to the Matter; and YYords, that may 
be of Uſe towards the publick Edification” 
But what Limits and Bounds will they aſſign in this Caſe? 
Or what Degree of this Kind of Variety would they have 
in the publick Prayers? Surely they wont contend for a- 
ny greater Degree of it, than can be had in a Conſiſtency 
with che due Obſervation of the ſeveral Laws or Rules 
that Gop has given us, whether in Relation to our Du 
in general, ot in Relation to the Duty of publick Prayer 
in particular. And thus for Inflance, Would they have 
us under Colour of making the publick Prayers neu) as 
to the Matter, neglect to make them compltat, or omit 
the mention in them of the ſtanding Wants and Neceili- 
ties of Mankind, Or ſtuff them with impertinent Things, 
with curious and idle Speculations, or with doubtful and ſu- 
ſpected Opinions? Or would they have us, under Pre- 
tence of expreſſing the Matter of our Prayers in ne 
- | | 7 [ays, 


gell. N. Of Devotionin Prager. 87 


Ways, neglect to expreſs them in a decent and fit Man- 
ner? Or muſt we ſo far give Way to Novelty of Expreſſi- 
on as may tend or ſerve to make People mBre affected 
with the Words of a Prayer, than with the Matter and Sub- 
ſtance of it? | 

Now all that Variety of this Nature, that can be had 
in a Conſiſtency with the due Obſervation of the ſeveral 
Laws or Rules that Gon has given us, may be had by the 
Uſe of Set- Forms. And I challenge the Diſſenters to 
prove the Contrary. 

But ſuppoſing for Arguments ſake, that ſomething more 
of this Kind of Variety were requiſite than could be had 
by the Uſe of Set- Forms, yet this will not do any Harm 
to the main Deſign in Hand; I mean the proving that a 
Set- Form of Prayer is expedient; For in ſuch a Caſe, over 
and beſides the conttant Uſe of a Set-Form, there might _ 
be an Allowance made for every Miniſterto make Uſe of 
Fee or Extempore Prayer in the publick Worſhip, in Or- 
der to have theſe fu ther Degrees ot Variety in the publick 
Prayers. And conſequently all the Help to Devotion that 
may be ſuppoſed co ariſe from them, may be had in a Con- 
ſiſtency with the Uſe of Set- Forms. | Apt 

But that I may proceed, 

4. The Novelty of a Prayer is in it {elf no Help to De- 
yotion. For, 4 

fir, 'Tis plain that we may daily pray for the ſame 
Things, and yet may in our ſo doing pray with the trueſt 
Devotion. For 1 have already ſhewn that we are com- 
manded by Gop frequently and daily to pray for the ſame 
Things; And if fo, *Tis abſurd to fay that we cannot 
do it with Devotion, And beſides, Do not even the 

'Bb Diſſenters 
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Diſſenters themſelves conſtantly pray for the ſame Things 
in their publick Worſhip? Nay do not all Churches in 
the World*do ſo? | . | 
Secondly, ' Tis likewiſe evident that we can daily or con- 
ſtantly pray for the ſame Things in the very (ame Words 
with true Devotion. For as I have already hinted, Our 


Prayers cannot at all times be decently expreſs d, unleſs we 


do in Effect frequently ask for the ſame Things in the 
ſame Words. Further, Did not our Saviour in the Gar- 
den pray thrice for the ſame thing in the ſame Words (a)? 
Does not the PſalmiF? thirty ſix times in one Pſalm offer 
up the ſame Thankſgiving unto God in the ſame Words (b)? 


And does not the Apoſtle Paul frequently pronounce the 


ſame Bleſſing in the ſame Y/Y/drds? And let the Reader ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, Whether theſe and the like Inſtances, be 
not on Purpoſe recorded in holy Scripture, to ſhew us the 
Vanity of thoſe People who affect conſtantly to expreſs 
their Prayers in different Words, And to ſuggeſt to us, 
That the offering up of the ſame Prayers, Praiſes and 
Thankſgiving in the ſame Vords can be no Hindranceto 
Devotion. The 136 Pſalm was termed by the Jes the 
Great Hymn; And was made uſe of by them in their pub- 
lick Worſhip in the Temple, as. well as upon many other 
gublick Occaſions : Now. if there were any thing in the 
conſtant ufing of the ſame Words, as often as we pray for 
the ſame Things, that would prove a real Hindrance to 
Devotion, how can we imagine that the Holy Gho# in 
endicting the Words of a Hymn, that was to be made Uſe 
of upon the moſt ſolemn Occaſions, And that would be 
reputed the grtaſe i, or the moſt remarkable Hymn of the 
Church, ſhould expreſs the ſame. Thing no leſs than thirty 


fix Times in the ſame Yards. Eurther-. 
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Furthermore, do not the Diſſenters themſelves con- 
ſtantly offer up unto Gop the ſame Confeſſions, Petitions, 
Interceſſions, Praiſes and Thankſgruings in the ſame Words 
in their ſinging of Pſalms? Do not many of them pray 
conſtantly for the ſame Things in he ſame Words in their 
Uſe of the Lord's-Prayer? And do they not even in their 
Extempore Prayers in Effect frequently pray for the ſame 
Things in the very ſame Words? And will they ſay that 
they cannot be truly devout in ſuch Caſes ? 

Again, thoſe that accuſtom themſel ves to pray by Set- 
Forms, do find by Experience that they can pray in them 
with the greateſt Devotion, But that they cannot general- 
ly ſpeaking do ſo in Extempore Prayers. And is not their 
Experience as much to be relyed on in the preſent Caſe, 
as the Experience of thoſe People, who tell us, that they 
cannot be truly deyout unleſs their Prayers be conſtantly * 
expreſs'd in different VVords? 

The Experience of all Mankind in Caſes that are of a 
arallel Nature, may alſo be appeal'd to in this Caſe. As 
or Inſtance ; Will it dull and Hatten the Inclination of a 

Hungry Child after Meat and Drink, if he ſhould on all 
proper Occafions ask for the ſame Kinds of Meat and 
Drink in the ſame YVords? Or when People do frequent- 
ly goto the Shops and Shambles to ask for the ſame Things, 
will their Defire be the Jeſs after them, if they ſhould or- 
dinarily make uſe of the ſame YVYords 

But to proceed, | 

3. The Novelty in Extempore Prayers is ſo far from 
being a Help that generally ſpeaking tis a great Hindrance 
to true Devotion. For tis plain from what has been be- 
fore ſaid, that People cannot ſo well join in a new Prayer 


in asking of them? 
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or a Prayer that they never heard before, as they can do in 
one that they are !hroughlyand ſufficiently acquainted with. 
Beſides, The Afetation of Novelty, as has been already 
ſhewn, will occaſion Poſitive Errors and Faults as well as 
Omiſſions in the Matter, Indecrncies in the Expreſſion, and 
frequent Diſorders in the Method of Extempore Prayers, 
and conſequently in all theſe Reſpe&s will prove a Hin- 
drance to Devotion. But the greateF? and the moſt uni- 
ver ſal Miſchief of the Novelty of ſuch Prayers with Re- 
ſpect to the Matter in Hand ſeems to be, That it may breed 
and nouriſh a very dangerous Diſpoſition in moſt People. 
whereby they will be more delighted with Words and 
Phraſes, and with uſeleſs and vain Fancies, than with the 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Things of Prayer. 
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Concerning the Tenth Rule laid down in the Introduction, 

viz. That publick Prayer ought in general to be ſo per- 

formed, as that it may be uſeful towards the Iuſtruction of 

| oy le in the Duties and Principles of the Chriſtian 
\$122/411/5 | | 


M HAT the publick Prayers ought to be ſo contrived 
as that they may be uſeful towards the Inſtruction of 

| People in the Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian Relligi- 
en, will be acknowledged on all Hands; For in the pub- 
lick Worſhip all Things muſt be done unto Edifying ; 
. YYhich does import, the Builiding of us up in Faith and 


3 | Knowledge, as well as good Works. That 
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That by the Uſe of a Set. Form the publick Prayers can 
be the moſt Ulclul towards the Inſtruction of People in the 
Principles and Dutzes of Religion in general is very 
plain. Sor: r bs. r | | 
Brit, The publick Prayers cannot be rightly inſtru- 
tive, unleſs they be plain and intelligible to People. Now 
I have before ſhewn in ſeveral Inſtances, that Set- Forms 
can generally ſpeaking be much better underſtood than Ex- 
tempore Players. | 
- 1Secondly, The publick Prayers cannot be rightly in ſtru- 
ive, unleſs they be ſound and agreeable to the Mind of 
God: Now I have already ſhewn, that in Reſpect of all 
the Parts; Properttes and Circumſtances of Prayer, they 
can be the mot agreeable to the Will of Gop, and the 
mot free'trom Faults and Errors by the Uſe of a Set- 
Form. (0. 0910 4 
Thirdly, When Set-Forms are made Uſe of in thepub- 
lick Worſhip; they may, be committed to Print, And all 
People may be furniſhed with Copies of them, which can- 
not be ſuppoſed: of Extempore' Prayers. Now a Litur- 
or a'Book'of Common Prayer, if it be rightly contrived; 
will be a very good Abſtratt or Abridgement of the Chri- 
ftian Doctrine, And will contain in it all the neceſſary 
things of Religion. And whereas it will be always in the 
Hands of People, and will be conſtantly read by them, it 
cannot ordinarily be ſuppoſed that they ſhould be ignorant 
of the neceſlary Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith. 
 Fourthly,' By the Uſe of Set-Forms the neceſſary Ar. 
tioles of rhe 'Chriſtjan Faith will be diſtincly fu 
to Peoples Minds in their Repeating bf the Creed; The 
law Cc | ſeveral 
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ſeveral Kinds of Duty and Jin, and of Good and Evil 
will be brought into their Thoughts in the offering up 
their Prayers and Petitions, And the ſeveral Kinds of 
the Attributes and Works of Gop will be inculcatod up- 
on their Minds, by the Praiſts and Thankſprvmgs, &c. 
And that all theſe can be the moſt diſtinctly and frequenc- 


ly ſuggeſted to them by the Uſe of Set. Forms, has been ; 


already ſhewn. 


But one of the greateſt Advantages of a Set- Form in 
this Reſpe& is, That. it can be of much greater Uſe to- 
wards the IoſtruAion of People in the Nature and Duty 
of private Prayer, than the Extempore Way. This in- 
deed is plain from the general Reaſons already mentio- 
ned. But to be more particular, | 245 9 

1. Thoſe very Forms that are made Uſe of in the pub- 
lick Worſhip, may likewiſe be uſed by People in their 
private Devotion. And ſo far the private Prayers of Men 
may be as free from Cortuptions and Imperfections as 
the publick ones. But it's ordinarily peaking impoſſible, 
that People ſhould ſo diſtinctly remember thoſe Extempa- 
re Prayers that are uttered in publick, as that they may 
make uſe of them 1n their private Devotion. Nor can it 
generally be expected, that the Extempore Prayers of the 
Generallity of private Perſons ſhould be as free from 
Faults and Imperfections, as zhoſe that are made in pub- 
lick by their Miniſters. „0g: 

2. When Set- Forms are made uſe of in publick, there 
will alſo be in courſe to be had Books or Forms of private 
Devotion; And ſuch too as may be approved of by the 
Governers and Paſtors of the Church. Now ſuch Forms 
| | wall 
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will be of great Uſe and Benefit to People. For they will 
-thereby be furniſhed with ſufficienr Materials for their 
private-Deyotion ; And may alſo be r1ghtly inſtructed in 
Reſpe& of all the Paris, Propertie: and Circumſtances ot 
private Prayer. And hereby the meaneſt Perſons may pray 
with as much exactneſs, and as agreeably to the Mind dt 
Gop in all Reſpecte, allowing them S incerity and Undet- 
ſtanding of what they ſay, as the moſt learned Men in 
the World. By which Means, Gop in a Manner will 
receive Glory and a ſweet Sayour ftom the Mouths” of 
Babes and Sucklings. Dir! a, ee , 32201 
But when Extempore Prayer prevails, all Forms or Books 
of private Devotion will be but of Requeſt. And accor- 
diagly, as far as ever I cou'd find, tis the univerſal Cu- 
ſtom among the Diſſenters to pray m private in the Ex- 
"Jempore Way. d Oln ieee ak ann Nan wr; oa 1 = 
Now the Generallity of Men muſt be in a very unhap- 
py Caſe, if they have no Forms to make Uſe of in their 
private Devotion, Since it they pray conſtantiy in the Ex- 
tempore V Vay, their Prayers cannot but very frequently 
be corrupt and defective in many Reſpects. For if the 
Extempore Prayers that are made by Miniſters themſelves in 
the publick V Vorſhip cannot but frequently be Faulty 
and Imperfe&t, much more muſt thoſe of the Generallit 
of private Perſons be ſo. Since the Cauſes: and Occaſi- 
ons of Corruptions and DefeCts, cannot generally ſpeaking 
but be much greater in the one Caſe, than in the ther: 
It will be no ſufficient Excuſe to palliate the Abuſes of 
Extempore Prayer in private to ſay, That People may 
do as well in the Matter as they are able. Fot no Man can 
be jultly ſaid to do all that he can do in his Duty, un- 
, | and 
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leſs he rightly makes Uſe of all choſe ordinary Means and 
Helps (ſuppoling them to be in his Power) that are ne- 
ceſſary or uſctul in Order to the right Performance of it. 
And therefore People in ths, Ceſeſhou¹ not only. do 
as far as rude Nature and Education will aſſiſt chem, But 
theꝝ ought allo to ſeck che Aid and Help.of others. The 
moi compendious and belt way of doing which: will be for 
them; go make uſe of ſuch Forms and Directions about 
Private, Devotion, as their Superigis the Governors and 
Kae en the Thurgh do afford them 
rom what has been ſaid we ſec that tf · Turms are not 
only expedient in public but alſo in private Har ſbips and 
[ſpecially that of Families. And indeed, generally ſpea- 
hing, the moſt gf the arguments that have been made Uſe 
hin the foregoing Diſcourle, to prove the grcdꝰat Expedi- 
ency of them in the one Cale, will alſo — 7" 4 
Fulneſs of. them in the herr. 
But there are ſome. pecial Hindrances to Devotion that 
the. 4 Ser re; Way: Bpgcially. hen he, doeg it Gore 
hers, That he wont be liable unco; when the. prays by det- 
arms whichſit may be proper briefly to hint at in this 
Whena Perſon prays Exramporer he muſt employ himſelf 
nn recollettingthaſe Thisgs that he intended before Hand to 
Altter; Le muſt conſider in what Method and Orden to 
to, put them Aud after what Manner he muſt expreſs 
hem. And when he is ata Loſf, er his Memory fails him, 
e mult. rake. his Invention for mew Matter of Prayer: 
And till uch Matter do's come into his Head he will he 
oblig d ta enlargæ an theſe chiagy that xt Hund: And 

| ; | in 
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in ſuch Enlargements he cannot but often ſpeak without 
Thinking ; Becauſe in ſuch Caſes, his Mind mult be fo 
much employed with conſidering what he ſhall next ſay, 
that he cannot have ſufficient Time to think upon thac 
which for the preſent he does utter. And when he appre- 
hends any Thing to be by him too unadviſcdly and unfitly 
ſpoken, he will be ready to be da/h'd, And to dwell in his 
Mind upon the Thoughts of it. And certainly all this put 
together mult ordinarily prove a very great Hindrance to 
Devotion. 


8 1 — 


Secr. XI. 


Objecdtions Anſwered. 
Ohj. 1. 1 Diſſenters may ſay, that they find by Ex- 


perience that they. are more devout when 
they join in Extempore Prayers, than when they pray by 
Set-Forms. And that therefore the Extempore Way of 
Prayer, and not Prayer by a Set- Form, mult be expedi- 
ent in the publick Worſhip: Now in Anſwer to this. 
1. Tis plain that a Man through Prejudice and Cuſtom may 
think himſelf to be truhj deveut, when he may not be / 
at all, or when he may be only devout in a very imperfect 
Degree. And thus the moſt extravagant Sec aries, will be 
confident enough to imagine themſelves the moſi devout 
and edifyed in their own Ways of Worſhip, When inthe 
Mean Time they may miſtake, the Heat or Warfuth of 
eheir Conſtitution, or ſome mechanical Operations of the 
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B. dy for true Devotion. Since therefore Men are ſo lia- 
ble to err and miſtake in this Matter, it will lye upon 
them to examine narrowly their ſeveral Hays of. Worſhip, 
And to ſce whether their Devotion in them be grounded 
upon good Reaſon ; For otherwiſe their confident Pre- 
rences to it will ſerve but to very little Purpoſe, Now 
the Diſſenters can give no manner of Reaſon why they can 
be more devout in the Uſe of Extempore Prayers than in 
the Uſe of Set. Forms; Whereas we can give very ſolid- 
and ſubſtantial Reaſons why we are more edified by Set- 
Forms than Extempore Prayers, as the Reader may be ſa- 
tis ſied from the foregoing Diſcourſe. | 

2. We may further Remark, that through Prejugice 
and Education, Mens Fudgments and Apprehenſions of 
Things may be ſo vitiated and corrupted, that they cannot 
be ſo much edified and affected with the mot pure and 

perfect Ways of Worſhip,.as they may be with hoſe that 
are corrupt and faulty in many Reſpects. And upon this 
Account it is, that Men are more ready to be moved and 
affected with thoſe V Vays of V Vorſhip (whatever they 
be) that they have been accuſtom'd'to and train'd_up in,, 

than with any others. | HOON 

3. Suppoſing therefore that the Diſſeuters do find them 
ſelves more devout in the Uſe of Extempore Prayers than 
they are when they pray by Set Forms, Yet twill in no wiſe 
follow from thence, that a Set- Form is inexpedient in the 
publick Worſhip. For indeed upon the like Foot, they 
mult themſelves grant that Extempore Prayer is inexpedi- 
ent; Since the greater Part of Mankind do find by Expe- 
rience (and ſuch: too-as is grounded upon good Reaſon) 
that the ycan be more devout in the Uſe of Set-Forms.. 
ban of Extempore Prayers. 4 But 
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4. But the Diſſenters may lay, Since they do find by 
Experience that they are the moſt devout and affected 
with the Extempore Way, 1s it not expedient that at lea fi 
they themſelves ſhould make Uſe of ut? 

* But to this I Anſwer, | 

That that Way of Prayer is the moſt expedient for 
every Man to make Uſe of, whereby the Laws and Rules- 
that are laid down in Holy Seripture concerning Prayer 
can be the beſt obſerv'd: in the Truth and Nature of the 
Thing. Now have already ſhewn that theſe Laws or 
Rules can be much the beſt obferv'd in the Truth and Na- 
ture of the Thing by the Uſe of a Set- Form. And there. 
fore it will lye upon the Diſſenters to throw off their 
groundleſs Prejudices in this Caſe, And to aecuſtom them- 
ſelves to the Uſe of Set- Forms, Since if they would doo 
ſo, they could be much more devour and affected than* 1 
otherwiſe they can be, And could alſo abundantly better 
obſerve all the Laws or Rules that Gop has given us con- 
cerning publick Prayer. _ n 29 4 | 

I ſhall only further add upon this Head; That if every- 
Man's Fancy, or what he may tall Experience be obice ad- | 
mitted, to be the Tei of what's Expedient, and what's nor, | 
Then there will be an End to all Order and Uniformity' in 
the publiek Worſhip; Then it will be impoſſible that 
one Viſible Communion among Chriſtians ſhould ever be 
attain'd; But on the Contrary, there-mult in all Probabi- 
lity, be as many different Ways of Worſhip, as there ate 
Men of diffezent Humours and Sentiments; Then will 
the worſt of Sefaries be ſhelter's and confirm'd in the 
groſſeFt Prejudices againſt a pure and reaſonable V Vay of | 


V Vorſhip ; And ſuch a Handle will be givem them; that 


will 
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will be impoſſible by Reaſon or Argument to convince 
them of th-ir Errors and Miſtakes. SO. 
Obj. II. if a Set. form of Prayer be expedient, why not 
alſo a Set- bom of Preaching?  _ 
Anſwer. Let the Diſſeniers tell us of as many parallel 
Caſes as they pleaſe, if the Duty of publick Prayer can to 
all Intents and Purpoſes be better pertorm'd: by the Uſe of 
avet-Form, than it can be when we pray altogether with- 
out one, it mult; be allowed that a Set- Form is expedi- | 
ent in the publick VVorſnhip. And let Mens Prejudices 
and Opinions be what they will, if the Laws or Rules 
that God has given us concerning Preaching, or the publica 
Inſtruction of Chriſtians, can be better obſerved by the Uſe 
of a Set-Form of Freaching, than they can be without it, 
ſuch a Form likewiſe (for there is no Help for it) muſt be 
Allowed to be expedient in the publick Worſhip. - . 
But the parallel between Prayer and Preaching will not 
hold in ſeveral Reſpects: And at leaſt there ſeems 
to be much greater neceſſity for a Form of Prayer, than a 
Form of Preaching. And thus for Inſtancte. 
Every Man is to join in the publick Prayers, and to 
make them his on Act and Deed, Whereas Preaching is 
only the Perſonal Act of the Miniſter. Now it may be 
very proper and requiſite, in a joint Act of Addreſs to make 
Uſe of a Form, whereas it may not be. requiſite, or at 
leaſt not near ſo expedient; to make Uſe of one in the /in- 
gle Addreſs of one Perſon. And thus for Example, when 
the Parliament do's Addreſs the Prince, it may be very 


convenient that a Form ſhou'd be drawn up for that Pur- 
poſe; To the End that they may all the better approve of 


it, and join. in it: Whereas if one Perſon only were yo 
0 * 


= —— — — — — 


Seq. XI. | Objettions Anſwered. 99 


make an Addreſs, there would not be the like Necellity 
for him to take ſuch a Couiſe. | 


And befides, an Error may be much better diſpenſed 
with in a der mon that is only the Perſonal Act of the Mi- 
niſter, and wherein the People are principally to act the 
Part of Hearers and Judges, than in the publick Prayers 
wherein all Men are fo near ih concern'd, as that they are 
to join in them themſelves, and offer them unto 'Gop in 
their own Perſons, For the joint Achs of the Chriſtian 
Church or Society, eſpecially when they are rendered un- 
to Almighty Gop, ought in Reaſon to be as perfect and 
as free from Errors as the whole Society can make them; 
Whereas, it cannot reaſonably be expected that the per- 
ſonal Acts of particular Members ſhould be perfect in fo 
great a Degtec. | 1 N 


Furthermore, there is a' great Difference to be made 
between making our Addrefies unto God, And Heating to 
our Fellow Creatures. We ate nat oblig d to that Care 
and Exactneſs in the one Caſe, as in the other. And an 
Error in our Prayers unto Gop ſeems to be of a much 
more heinous Nature, than in our Diſcourſes to our Fel- 
% 


It may ſuffice at preſent to have faid ſo far in Refs. 
rence to this Objection; Becauſe I may have 

hereafter in ſome other Diſcounſe more fully and diſtinctly 
to conſider it. 2 | | 
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„ now to Sum up all that has been 
ſaid in a Word; We ſee, that the Laus 
or Rules that God has given us concerning publick 
Prayer, can be much better obſerv'd by the Uſe of 
a Set-Form, than they can be when we pray without 
_ one, or pray altogether in the Free or Extempore 
Hay. And 1 have further ſhewn, Ke 
Inſtances, that theſe Rules are in Tad better ob- 
ſerv'd in the publick Worſhip. of our Church, 
than they are in that of the Diſſenters. It muſt 
therefore be allowed, That a Set- Form and 
Rule of Prayer, u bighly expeatent, if not neceſſary 

in the publick Worship. 6 
I ſhall conclude with Exhorting the Diſſenters 
to lay aſide their Prejudices againſt Se. Forms, 
And not to abſtain any longer from the publick 
Worſhip of our Church upon the Account of 
them. And if they ſhal} think it fit for other 
Reaſons to continue ſtill in their Separation, Yet 
let them at leaſt roduct Set- Forms into their 
| . Seng» e eee 
It is laid down as a Principle in their larger 
Catechiſm, That the Law of God requires the 
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moi Perfection in every Duty, and forbids the leaſt. 
Degree of every Sin: And it fo, it is incumbent 
upon them to make Uſe of Set-Forms; Since 
as we have ſhewn, the Duty of publick Prayer 
can to all Intents and Purpoſes be much- more per- 


5 | , ſectly perform'd by the Uſe of a Set- Form, than 
it can be without it. And beſides, I am per- 
[ fſwaded that if a Liturgy of Prayers were con- 


ſtantly made Uſe of in all their Congregations, 

it would be a great Means to put an End to our 
preſent Diviſions; Since their Extempore Way of 

Worſhip ſeems to be the main Thing, that has 

drawn the Generality of their People from the 4 

Commumon of our Church. 4 
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